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A Welcome To First-time Readers 


Published on the first Sunday of every month, Vox Pop is the “voice of the people” known as Mars Hill Church. Mars Hill 
is a church based in the greater Seattle area. W eekly Sunday gatherings are in Shoreline, Ballard, and W est Seattle. 
Events, activities, and small groups meet throughout the week. If you visit us on a Sunday, stop by the Information Desk 
for a casual introduction to our church community. For more information, teaching, music, and more, visit our website at 
www.marshillchurch.org. And check out Vox Pop Network (voxpopnetwork.com) for more articles and content. 





ActJustly, Love Mercy, Walk Humbly 


New ministries and partnerships at Mars Hill Church emphasize an active mercy 


By Gary Kingsbury 





During the first two weeks of February, Mars Hill Church 
inaugurated its first Give Love event. Each campus part- 
nered with a different local charity to collect donations in an 
effort to replenish the post-holidays supply. The event was 
a tremendous success with an overwhelming number of 
generous contributions (in Ballard almost twenty-five barrels 
of food donations were collected). 

The Give Love effort filled empty shelves at the Union 
Gospel Mission, West Seattle Salvation Army, and North 
Helpline. Mars Hill hopes to make this an annual effort to 
help our community and live our purpose. 

Mars Hill Church plans to provide more church-wide op- 
portunities throughout the year as ways to encourage people 
to serve the community and love our neighbors. In addition 
to Give Love, you may remember our successful “Adopt-a- 
Family” effort at Christmas time; we hope to provide a spring 
opportunity too. 

In addition to all-church campaigns, an online database 
is in the works that will list various serving opportunities with 
ministry partners in the 5 eattle region. In the meantime, email 
mercy@ marshillchurch.org and we will help connect you with 


a serving opportunity that fits your gifts and schedule. As 
Jesus said, “The harvest is plentiful, but the laborers are few” 
(Matthew 9:37). 

In partnering with Missions Fest Seattle, Mars Hill 
Church is also raising awareness of service opportunities 
beyond Seattle—and even beyond the United States. W ith 
an annual conference and a new website in development 
(missionsfestseattle.org), Missions Fest Seattle is a great 
resource to connect with local and global ministries. The 
conference this fall (October 12 and 13) will be feature 
Speakers, workshops, and face-to-face encounters with 
ministry partners regarding various opportunities to love our 
community and world. 

The Bible talks about the many blessings from perform- 
ing acts of mercy, and the greatest blessing is to love others 
like Jesus loves us. As Micah 6:8 states, “What does the 
Lord require of you? To act justly and to love mercy and to 
walk humbly with your God” (NIV). ג‎ 


Gary Kingsbury is a Mars Hill member and one of the 
key volunteers leading the startup Mercy Ministry. Email 
mercy@marshillchurch.org for more info. 


tuesdays at MHC | shoreline campus starting Apr. 10 
wednesday at MHC | ballard campus starting Apr. 11 
thursdays atMHC | westseattle campus starting Mar. 8 
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/ ג‎ | In the shifting sands of churches 
at 


today the doctrine of God has taken 

the back burner to more cultural hot 
buttons. This should alarm the church, 
as many of the debated Issues center on the 


with Dr. Bruce Ware 


doctrine of God... 


[Southern Baptist Theological Seminary] 


March 23-25 
MHC I ballard campus-$25 


SPRING 2007 CONFERENCE 


RESURGENCE 


FEB MAR APR 


MHC | ballard 


north of the ballard bridge - 
1401 nw leary way 


sunday services — 9am, 11am, 5pm, 


& 7pm (no childcare during the 7pm) 
tuesdays 7am - men’s prayer 
weds. 7pm - Proxy Student Ministry 
sats. 10am - Breakfast Club (eat 6 


help prepare the building for Sunday) + 
03.09 7pm - Covenant singles ministry 


teaching event: Ruth Reloaded 
03.10 - Men’s Training Day 


03.23-24 — Resurgence Conference 
(see ad on page 9 for more) 


03.28, 8pm - Israel trip info meeting 





MHC | west seattle MHC | shoreline 
: chief sealth high school - schirmer auditorium (crista) = 
| 2600 sw thistle st greenwood aven&n 195th st 


, sunday service - 10:30 am ‘sunday services — 9:15am & 11:15am 


tuesdays 7pm — proxy student ministry 


, saturdays 9am* - breakfast club 
: (come enjoy a tasty breakfast and help 


with the building project) support groups 


weekly gatherings (in various 
locations) designed to kindly, 
carefully, and firmly bring about 


: 03.16 7pm* - film & theology presents: @ NEw Way of life in Jesus. If 
' Lady in the Water (PG-13) addiction, abuse, homosexuality, 


unplanned pregnancy, or other 
: 03.17* - all day work party to help 


oes rae ו‎ trying circumstances affect your 
. finish the building in time for Easter life. contact (206) 706-4892 or 


care@marshillchurch.org for more 
info. A complete description of the 
various group Is available on the 
Mars Hill website. 


_thursdays 7pm* - gospel class, 
: capstone classes, kids’ kore, proxy 
: student ministry 


-*Event takes place at the Mars Hill 
: building at 7551 35th Avenue SW. 


marshillchurch.org/feeds: subscribe to weekly email, podcasts, etc. | voxpopnetwork.com: content from various MH ministries 























Volunteer with 
Children's Ministry 6 


February orientation sessions: 


3/11 - Ballard 11am 
(ballardkids@marshillchurch.org) 


3/11 - Shoreline 11:15am 


(shorelinekids@marshillchurch.org) 


3/25 - West Seattle 1pm 


(35th Ave building; wskids@marshillchurch.org) 











INSTRUCTION FOR THE UNINITIATED. 
Learn what it means to be a man of God. 


9am to 5pm | Saturday, March 10 | 5 
register in advance atmarshillchurch.org 


00 MARS HILL CHURCH 
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Commemor 


\ Vien Mars Hill Church began its grand multi-campus 
experiment in early 2005, a touted benefit was the flexibil- 
ity to offer different service styles. This variation would allow 
greater leeway for personal preferences and better serve the 
unique populace surrounding each location. In planning the 
2007 Good Friday services, the Worship and Productions 
Department is making a unique attempt to capitalize on this 
multi-campus/multi-style potential. 

As our current campuses develop, each has already begun 
to establish a distinct identity. The room, the band, and the size 
and makeup of the crowd make for an already unique experience 
at each Sunday service. The difference between these experiences 
will be more pronounced on Good Friday. Services will be held 
at all three campuses, each with its own ambience. Though many 
will simply attend their usual Sunday campus, depending on your 
family and how youd prefer to commemorate Jesus’ sacrifice, you 
may want to consider visiting a different campus come April 6. 

This being Mars Hill, all three sites will have a few things 
in common, namely the Bible and Jesus Christ. The recognition 
and narration of His death will be the same at all locations. The 
method by which He is remembered and worshiped, however, 
will be slightly different at Ballard than at Shoreline than at 
West Seattle. 

In Ballard, Red Letter will lead worship and the production 
crew will pull out all the stops for a dramatic visual presentation 
not recommended for children under ten. It will be loud. It will 
be blood red. It will be an experience for those who wish to 
reflect on a visceral level. 

In sharp contrast, the Shoreline Campus will offer a 
contemplative, intimate environment in order to provide a place 
for quieter thought and reflection. The unique elements here 
include a participatory service that will allow families and the 
congregation to honor Jesus’ death together in a more commu- 
nal, traditional fashion. 

As a sort of middle ground between the wrenching anguish 
depicted in Ballard, and the mournful solemnity in Shoreline, 
the West Seattle service will resemble Mars Hill Good Friday 
services past: respectful, somber, and gothic. 

To reiterate: style and preference aside, no matter where 
you choose to attend Good Friday service, the name of Jesus will 
be lifted up, as He was lifted up for us. Please join us for this 
bittersweet celebration meant to point us to Him as we prepare 


our hearts for Resurrection Sunday. w% 


Check the Mars Hill website later this month for more informa- 
tion about this years Good Friday and Easter services. Andrew 
Myers is publications director for Mars Hill Church. 





Penne For Your 
Thoughtfulness 


Mars Hill volunteers help raise 
money for Christian Health Clinic 


By Mark Bergin 





Three North End Community Groups recently teamed up to 
adopt a volunteer-run health clinic. The Haller Lake C hristian 
Health Clinic, which provides medical care and dental 
services to uninsured patients, survives on the generosity 
of volunteer physicians, dentists, nurses, receptionists, and 
counselors. To say thank you, the clinic planned to host an 
appreciation dinner. The problem: Serving 100-plus people 
ona $100 banquet budget is the stuff of fishes and loaves. 
A few dozen Mars Hill members helped make it the stuff of 
tomato-cream-sauced penne and garlic breadsticks. 

After almost two months of planning and fundraising 
to the tune of $1,400, the Community Groups of Justin 
Schaeffer, Patrick Mahoney, and Mark Bergin (that’s me!) 
converted a fluorescent-lit, multipurpose church hall into a 
candle-lit sanctuary of live music and white linen. From my 
vantage point at the drinks table, standing behind $200 
worth of donated Starbucks coffee and Mars Hill member 
Mark Ossinger’s delightfully refreshing slushy punch, | 
watched streams of volunteers double-take as they entered 
the room. | chuckled as Proxy band leader Andrew Platter 
drew laughs with Jack Black-like deadpans. | noticed one 
table of presumably non-Christian volunteers (who did not 
participate during worship) squirm uncomfortably as the 
final speaker of the night explained that the good of charity 
healthcare would never solve the world’s ultimate need for 
the G reat Physician. 

Clinic staffers repeatedly thanked Mars Hill for the 
evening. | took seconds in thanks the next day - leftover 
cheesecake and a double-helping of penne. w 


To learn more about the Haller Lake Christian Health 
Clinic, visit www.hlchc.org. Mark Bergin is a writer for 
W orld magazine. 


photos by Thomas J ames Hurst 

























TASTE OF 
TRENDS, 
CULTURE, 
& EVENTS 


LOCAL: The Big Climb 


The Columbia Center downtown (the big black 
building) contains 69 flights of stairs for a total of 
788 feet of vertical elevation. On March 18, see 
how fast you can run all 1,311 steps (or take your 
time and enjoy the view) to benefit the Leukemia & 
Lymphoma Society. www.bigclimb.org. 


MOVIE: Aqua Teen Hunger Force... 

It says something about our culture when a cartoon 
for adults that features a talking milkshake, box of 
fries, and wad of meat garners enough popularity to 
earn a trip to the bigscreen. The film is scheduled to 
hittheaters March 23 - and even if itis a hoax, ATHF 
Colon Movie Film for Theaters has already earned a 
secure place in pop culture history after the Boston 
Lite-Brite incident/oomb scare. Umm, yeah. It’s 
that weird. 


LOCAL: The Vera Project 

Last weekend, Seattle’s other ambitious all-ages 
experiment opened its new venue at the Seattle 
C enter with three nights of free concerts. It’s “a safe, 
alcohol-and-smoke free environment for people of 
all ages to come together and experience music in 
a way that transcends commercial entertainment” 
(theveraproject.org). 


BOOK: The Blogging Church 
A decent primer on the blogosphere and how it relates 
to ministry. It's timely release coincides with the debut 
of Mars Hill’s Vox Pop Network. As marketing guru 
Seth Godin summarizes, “If you've got a church, then 
you need to spread your story. And if you need to 
Spread your story, blogs are now the essential tool. 
Time to pay attention!” 


MUSIC: Beirut, Lon Gisland EP 

Though Zach Condon’s (the man who is Beirut) 
Spate of exhaustion cancelled the band’s current 
tour, the new EP is excellent and provides some 
consolation for the bummed. Beirut’s genre is | 
old-world melancholy fused with light-hearted $ 
pop and ukulele. myspace.com/beruit 


TV: This American Life , 
On March 22, the popular NPR show debuts as / 

a TV program on Showtime. The radio version 
Showcases some fascinating verbal storytelling, so 
Skeptics may doubt this leap into visual media. The 
beautiful trailer, however, bodes quite well. Watch | 
it (and subscribe to the radio program's podcast) > 


` 
k 
7 


at thisamericanlife.org. Soom V 





Got a suggestion for the Six Pack? Email voxoop@marshillchurch.org 






















Mars Hill has committed to relationally and financially 
support the Cottages at Injisuthi, an Agathos Village. 
Financial support is not from the Mars Hill budget, but 
from members going above and beyond. 


In order to fully support the cottages, we need 275 
ACT NOW contributors from Mars Hill. We already 
have about 140 contributors; our goal is to find 135 more 
by this summer. 


"Whoever receives one such child in my name receives 
me, and whoever receives me, receives not me 
but him who sent me." - Jesus 


To ACT NOW, go to 

www.agathosfoundation.org/ Giving/OnlineGiving.aspx 
When signing up, please type “Mars Hill OCOV” in the 
special instructions. 
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<= Lifevas JP 


Your Name Here 


New country, new church, new husband 


Hello, my name is Jo Dean and seeing as this is my first 
column, | suppose | should fill you in about me. | have just 
Started my 28th year of life, which by the way means that | 
am getting ever closer to the big 3-0 (very scary), and | am 
Originally from England. And no, before you ask, | am not 
from London. I’m actually from a town called Swindon in 
the Southwest - those of you out there who are fans of the 
English comedy series The Office will recognize the name. 
| actually moved to Seattle in October last year in order to 
marry the man of my dreams and the love of my life - some 
of you may know him, his name is Blake Dean. 

It was obviously Blake who introduced me to Mars 
Hill. He has been a faithful member here and co-Lead of the 
W elcome Team for several years. But | must admit that my 
introduction to Mars Hill was not a comfortable one. The 
theology that | had been brought up with throughout my life 
clashed rather badly with MH in certain areas. | was raised in 
a Christian home, but the vast majority of my teaching came 
from churches that preached either very strict, religious 
doctrines or the fluffy “feel good” gospel. 

As | said, this did not make it a particularly comfortable 
or easy transition for me, but God had His hand on it all the 
way. Every time | disagreed with something, Blake would 
challenge me to back it up with scriptural authority and | 
quickly found that | couldn't. I’d spent my life assuming that 
what | was being taught was correct, without taking the time 
to research what people were telling me. | also found that | 
couldn't argue with Mars Hill’s theological stand points, no 
matter how much my past teaching made me want to. S lowly 
but surely God stripped my old weak theology and gave me 
a new and unmovable one on which to build my faith. 

The process is far from over, but now | finally under- 
Stand and live in the freedom of Christ and | want to spread 
the good news! Cue my new volunteer position at Mars Hill 
Church where | get to use my passion for writing in the Vox 
Pop magazine and the Ballard blog site (voxpopnetwork. 
com/ballard). This venue also provides a great way for me to 
release my aimless waffle on the unsuspecting public... ! But 
| will try to make it interesting folks, so | hope to see you here 
again next month. ws 


Jo Dean is a new member of Mars Hill. Her column will 
appear regularly in Vox Pop, starting this month. 
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By Pastor James Harleman 





W hen | first attended Mars Hill Church, it was the size of 
church | remembered from childhood, with just over a hun- 
dred people assembled on Sunday. It wasn’t much different 
from the small town high school | graduated from in Orting, 
with forty-six people in our graduating class and only a few 
hundred between 9th and 12th grade. It was easy to con- 
nect with people and easy to get the lay of the land. 

As the Mars Hill pastors planned on preaching through 
the book of Nehemiah, we settled on the title “building a 
city within the city.” With a multi-campus congregation of 


res 


ission and 





nearly six thousand people, it’s a population bigger than 
my old hometown was in 1991....a population. distributed 
throughout Seattle and the cluster of surrounding: cities 
that make up our greater region. It’s more complicated to 
connect, more complicated to make relationships; and more 
complicated to pick up the pulse and life of the church. 

As we've been restructuring how people get plugged 
in, we also took a hard look at how we communicate our 
church’s distinctives. When we were smaller, the “DNA” 
of our church was transmitted primarily through verbal and 
relational channels. We had four “core values” that were 
very open-ended - “meaning, beauty, truth, and commu- 


. cut here 


OUR MISSION: 

Mars Hill Church lives for 
Jesus as a city within 

the city: knowing culture, 
loving people, and seeing 
lives transformed to live 
for Jesus. 


“Living for Jesus” 
JESUS (John 1:1-14, Hebrews 1:2-3, Philippians 3:20) 


We live for Jesus because He is our Creator, Sustainer, 


Savior, Prophet, Priest, King, God Incarnate and Living 
W ord of God. 


SCRIPTURE (Hebrews 4:12, 1 Thessalonians 2:13, 


James 1:22-25, 2 Timothy 3:16) We live for Jesus under 
the authority of Scripture as our final authority for truth. 
WORSHIP (Romans 1:20- 25, John 4:23) 

W e live as worshippers of Jesus in every facet of our lives 
So that our time, treasures, talents, thoughts, words and 
deeds glorify Jesus. 


Building “a City within the City” 
LOCATION (jeremiah 29:4-9, John 17:15-18) 


W e build our city by living incarnationally in the wider culture. 


DIVERSITY (Rom. 12, 1 Cor. 12, Rev. 7:9-10( 

W e build our city by welcoming people of every age, race 
and background, treasuring God and honoring diversity as 
Jesus does. 


UNITY (Matthew 5:14) 
W e build our city around the unifying mission of revealing 
Jesus with the sum of our lives, corporately and individually. 


“Knowing Culture” 
ENGAGEMENT (Acts 17:22-28) 


W e recognize there are elements in all cultures that should 


be received, rejected or redeemed, and believe in continu- 


ous engagement with the ever-changing culture around us, 
using maturity and discernment. 


EVANGELISM (1 Corinthians 9:19-23) 


W e know that understanding the time, place and context in 


which we live is essential to our mission, and seek continu- 


ous reformation to love people better by contextualizing the 
faith and hope we have in Jesus. 


“Loving People” 

LOVING EACH OTHER 

(Galatians 6:10, 1 Peter 3:8-9) 

W e love fellow Christians in our church as primary members 
of our family. 

LOVING OTHER CHRISTIANS 

(1 John 4:19- 20) 

We seek to love fellow Christians outside of our local 
church like extended family members. 


LOVING OTHERS (Luke 10:27) 


We love non-Christians and seek to bless them as demon- 


Strations of the grace and mercy Jesus has given to us. 


“Transformed Lives” 
REPENTANCE (Luke 5:32, Acts 20:21) 


We realize that repentance is the key to life change, as 
Jesus continually exposes our sin by the Spirit and Scripture, 
and we respond in confession by turning from those sinful 
habits and patterns of life. 


REDEMPTION 
(Genesis 1:27-31; Ephesians 1:3-14, 2:8- 10) 


W e were created by God with complementary male and fe- 


male gender roles for purposeful and joyful service. Despite 
sin, we are redeemed by Jesus to be God’s agents of 
redemption in the world so that as many people as possible 
would be redeemed by Jesus to glorify Him gladly. ® 





= == 


nity.” These worked well for a season because they could 
be discussed and unpacked in conversation at a Sunday 
service. Now, as a church of thousands meeting in multiple 
locations, the Mars Hill elders were led to formulate a vi- 
sion and mission statement that conveys who we are, what 
we do, how we do it, and the transforming work Jesus has 
decided to accomplish in and through the church family of 
Mars Hill. 

All Christians share the great commission and encour- 
agement given by]esus in Matthew 28:19- 20: “Go therefore 
and make disciples of all nations, baptizing them in the name 
of the Father and of the Son and of the Holy Spirit, teaching 
them to observe all that | have commanded you. And behold, 
| am with you always, to the end of the age.” 

We are subsequently inspired by the apostle Paul’s 
sermon on Mars Hill in Athens, from which we draw our 
name. He contextualized his message to the people gath- 
ered there, and even stressed that “from one man [God] 
made every nation of men, that they should inhabit the 
whole earth; and he determined the times set for them and 
the exact places where they should live” (NIV). 

As we look at the time and place God has placed us as 
a church, and the particular mission he has for us, we feel 
confident that this statement reaches the heart of where 
His Spirit is leading us: 


Mars Hill Church lives for Jesus as a city within the city: 
knowing culture, loving people, and seeing lives trans- 
formed to live for J esus. 


As we study the book of Nehemiah together, you'll 
hear this mission statement from the pulpit and in discus- 
Sion. Variations of it will be applied to the various expres- 
sions of ministry and service throughout Mars Hill. All of 
the elders use this statement as both a template for and 
assessment of their various departments and ministries; to 
determine how each area of our church lives and breathes 
the overarching mission of Mars Hill Church. 

Likewise, deacons, ministry leaders, Community 
Group leaders, and more will be applying this mission to 
their ministries, 50 that everyone - from the preaching pas- 
tor, to the usher and greeter, to the members who serve 
at the Bread of Life downtown - will be able to connect 
the very practical ways they participate with us to the heart 
of commission Jesus has given us in this particular time 
and place. We invite our members and guests to become 
acquainted (or reacquainted) with Mars Hill Church and its 
vision and mission for our next season. 1% 


For the next few months, the “Mission and Expression” 
column will appear regularly in Vox Pop. Each month we'll 
highlight a different Mars Hill ministry and how it particularly 
expresses and contributes to our shared mission, united by 
our Lord and Savior Jesus Christ. 


The following is the first installment of a four-part series chronicling one family’s year-long 
practice of “double-dipping” and eventually becoming members at Mars Hill. 


1 CONFESSIONS OF A 
e DOUBLE- DIPPER. 


HY ONE CHURCH IS 







BETTER THAN TWỌ 
By Ray Anne 


WINTER: LET ‘ER BUCK 


“HIS FATHER AND HIS 
MOTHER KNEW NOT THAT IT 


WAS OF THE LORD.” 
Judges 14:4 


S pikes of snow covered the back of my hand and the long 
edge of my MasterC ard as | used it to chop through the 
layers of ice on my Chrysler van’s windshield. Recalling the 
heated conversation | had just had with our sixteen-year- 
old son brought familiar tears of frustration and despair. 
Scraping the last layer, | comforted myself by repeating the 
lines of Ruth Graham's poem into a whisper prayer: 


“Lord, 
with my Jacob,” | would pray, 
“wrestle till the break of Day”; 
till he, Knowing who Thou art, 
tho’ asked, will not let Thee depart; 
saying, “lIl not let Thee free 
saving Thou wilt first bless me.” 
O God of Jacob, who knew how 
To change supplanters then, so now 
Deal, | pray, with this my son, 
Though he may limp when Thou art done.” 
(Based on Genesis 32:24-31) 


was mid-January 2006, and we were still attending‏ זו 
our previous 5 horeline-area church of fifteen years. The‏ 
Sunday Routine of getting four teenagers and two babies‏ 
out the door for early service had always had its share of‏ 
dangers, toils, and snares for my husband and me, but‏ 
lately it was taking an appalling turn with Son Number‏ 
One. Known to push the envelope since toddler-hood, my‏ 
husband and | knew exactly who Grandma was referring to‏ 
as she gifted us with a steady convoy of parenting books‏ 
through the years. Somehow the applications never seemed‏ 
to take with Corey. Becoming politely hopeless, | refused‏ 
Parenting Isn't for Cowards with, “Sorry, Ma. I’m too‏ 
chicken to read it.” Didn't seem so funny today.‏ 

Corey had recently turned sixteen, and S unday 
wake-ups for church went from “I’m too tired” one week, to 
“can’t | just go on W ednesday?” a month later, to “I hate 
this!” a month ago December. This morning he had turned 
another frightening corner with: 

“| don’t even believe in God; so why are you making 
me go?” 

My parental life flashed before my eyes: Prideful 


memories of family devotions and Corey mara around 
the living room belting out “Onward Christian Soldiers” 
quickly melted into a cesspool of gloom with this blatant 
unbelief mixed with his recent run-ins with the law. Parental 
guilt spiked. Somewhere along the way my little boy had 
lost The W ay. We had talked with a few of the youth lead- 
ers at church, but they seemed preoccupied ministering to 
the good kids. But hadn't [ esus said He came for the sick? 
Corey had come home bloody and bruised more than once, 
but | sensed the spiritual hemorrhage was greater. 
| blasted the defroster and ran back into the house 
to collect Bibles, babies, and bottles. As | scrambled up 
the stairs in anticipation of another round in rousting C orey 
out of bed, | questioned where we went wrong as parents 
(again). | was reminded of a passage from C.S. Lewis’ 
5 crewtape Letters: 
Through... this disgusting family, the patient is now 
getting to know more Christians every day... it will be 
quite impossible to remove spirituality from his life. 
Very well, then; we must corrupt it. 


Corrupted! O kay. Breathe. Collect yourself. This is 
just another filthy scheme from the pit. Facing his door, | 
geared up like some spiritual Xena from Ephesians and 
Silently prayed, “Be strong in the Lord and in His mighty 
power. Put on the full armor of God so that you can take 
your stand against the devil’s schemes. For our struggle is 
not against flesh and blood, but against the rulers, against 
the authorities, against the powers of this dark world and 
against the spiritual forces of evil...” 

My thoughts were interrupted by an abrupt screech 
of closing shower curtains, followed by the faucet’s 
unmistakable pitch. C orey was in the shower! Relief flooded 
me as | pressed my cheek against the door. Thank you, 
Jesus. However You managed that one, THANKS. 

Although grateful for this small reprieve, | knew | 
would be in for yet another round once we actually sat 
down in the pew. Corey would be tired, as he had missed 
Curfew yet again the night before, and would undoubtedly 
stretch out his gangly 6 foot 3 frame and shamelessly 
proceed to nod off in his predictable pattern—one-two, head 
jerks up; one-two, head falls back—attempting(? ) to keep his 
eyes from rolling back. Meanwhile, | would glance noncha- 
lantly around, smiling at any eyes that met mine across the 
pews and, with calculated precision, rip my elbow into his 
side in a series of vicious attacks to wake him. Sigh... 

This mind trip was cut short by my husband’s breez- 
ing through the hallway with the baby. He recognized my 
battle fatigue and stopped to give my cheek a reassuring 
kiss. This isn’t his first rodeo either. 








TIPS TO CONSIDER 


IF YOU FIND YOURSELF AT STAGE ONE 


Are we prepared to let God do what He 
wants with us? 


Oswald Chambers says true surrender will always 
go beyond natural devotion. W e are to be ultimately 
devoted to 0 [-6ח‎ 6505 Christ. If you are drawn 

to Mars Hill, consider that Jesus may be asking 

you to surrender your natural devotions to people, 
denominations, and complacency. (Exodus 34:14; 
Revelation 3:15-18) 


Do you find yourself reaching for the 
mask at church? 


Pray for the courage to be transparent. It is no sin to 
be honest, and never quit seeking honest fellow- 
ship. God rewards those who earnestly seek Him. 
(Hebrews 11:6: Psalm 25:4-5; 1 John 1:7) 


Rest in the process of God’s Providence. 
No need to be anxious. God promises Light for 
today. (Psalm 62; Matthew 6:11; Micah 7:7-8) 


O pening Corey's door, | am greeted with his wall 
collection of Semper Fi posters. The irony really hits me 
today. Oh, this is a good one, J esus! My son is a junior, 
says he doesn’t believe, AND is likely headed to Baghdad 
in two years. Fabulous! More pangs of dread. Close the 
door. Close my eyes. Press my head against the back of it 
and pray (again). Lately, my whole life seemed like one big 
prayer. 

Ten minutes later, my teenage sons all file into the 
van—the butcher, the baker, the candlestick maker. My 
husband plops our three year-old into his car seat while 
| wipe a smear of oatmeal from the baby’s cheek on the 
opposite side. My Bible! | race back into the house and 
meet our one and only daughter on the stairs. Half dressed 
and in a hurry of her own to get to work, she hollers as | 
race for the door: 

"| keep telling you, Mom, take him to Mars Hill!” 

Mars Hill, Mars Hill, Mars Hill. Yeah, we needed to 
get to that. My daughter was splitting her time between 
several youth groups, and her latest habit had developed 
into another S unday routine: 5pm service at this “Mars Hill 
Church” in Ballard. In fact, the grapevine reported that a 
large section of our youth group had defected to evening 
Service at this Mars Hill place. My husband had been 
pestering me that we needed to visit in order to check their 
doctrine out. 

Mars Hill. Hmmm... l'd heard about that church... read 
about it in some Seattle magazine. At first it sounded to 
me like some cosmic candy bar, but then | looked up the 
biblical connotation and thought it was pretty cool. | had 
read the passage in Acts 17 about Paul preaching on Mars 
Hill many times for various teaching gigs, but had never 
really considered the name. | liked it. No honestly, | did. 

O kay. | guess my husband's razzing to check out 
their theology was warranted. It’s just that | was currently 
on overload already with six kids, a home, a family business, 
and leadership ministries. And my only margin needed to 


SEE: Double-Dipper גב‎ PAGE 20 


March 04 2007 VV 













Role at Mars Hill 
Event Administrator and Assistant to 
Pastor James Harleman | 


Sundaycampus. = - — 
Ballard | 


7 שבשתחום‎ 00 
m 11.26.1977 
Family | 

—Married-to-Zack Hubert since 2/19/05 = - 


| 

_ First set foot in Mars Hill 

E September 2003. My younger sister Rosie invited me 
_ to check it out. 
Deacon since | 

x ! 

Scripture 


“But seek first his kingdom and his righteousness and 
all these things will be added to you” - Matthew 6:33 


Quotation 
“EAT -TNA—N-apoleon-Dynamite{t-don’t-know; it 
just cracks me up to Say.) 


~Last book read | 


Dinner with a Perfect Stranger, by David Gregory =‏ ו 


Last movie watched 
—P-ans--abyrinth —'— , - 


_ Album mostlistened to 
Ben Folds’ Rockin the Suburbs 


-Favorite eatery 

l'm very into food in àll its forms, cooking, entertaining, 
iniag-out-Palace Kitchen has topped -this list for a 
decade, but current favorites are Serious Pie, Kingfish 


/ 





checking out the new Steelhead Diner in the Pike 
Place Market. 


*dea con (de’ken) n. 1. Attendant or assistant to 


church pastors/elders. 
1 Timothy 3:8 
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FILM ₪ THEOLOGY PRESENTS 


WATER 


7PM 3/16 | MHC | WEST SEATTLE CAMPUS 


Covenant Singles Ministry presents: 


‘reloadeēd 


A night of teaching and Q&A for singles with lingering 
questions related to the Redeeming Ruth series. 


March 9 | Ballard Campus | 7pm 





OCOV - Loskop, South Africa 
Trip Dates: 8/18/07 - 9/1/07 
Deposit Deadline: July 6, 2007 
Price: $3,200 


- First offical One Church One Village team 
trip. Reserved for MH members. 


OCOV - Zambia 

Trip Dates: 9/1/07 - 9/15/07 
Deposit Deadline: July 21, 2007 
Price: $3,500 


- Scout potential Orphan Village sites. 
Limited to first 6 deposits. 


OCOV - Father/Son Trip to South Africa 
Trip Dates: 12/27/07 - 1/10/08 

Deposit Deadline: November 15, 2007 
Price: $3,200 


- Lead by Pastor Lief Moi. Dates are 
tentative. 


“CHURCH 4 
ô VILLAGE $ 


Email ocov@marshillchurch.org with question or 
to get your name on the list for any of the Project 
Trips. Deposit is $500 for all trips. Prices subject to 
change depending on airfare. 


ISRAEL INFO MEETING ~ 
MARCH 28 | BALLARD CAMPUS | 7PM 


This summer (Sept. 4-15), Pastors James Harleman and 

| Steve Thomas will lead Mars Hill’s first trip to Israel. Even if 
you're not planning on joining the adventure (and especially 
if you are), you're invited to come to the info meeting for a 


4| fascinating presentation on the culture, archaeology, and 


| biblical history of this unique country. 4 


For trip details, go to www.ultimatejourneystravel.com/marshill 





Staying Single at Mars Hill 


How to avoid the marriage epidemic 


By Nadia 


Editor’s Note: Last month’s Redeeming Ruth series 
led Nadia to do some thinking about what not to 
do. If you’re living la vida single and you’ve 
got some lingering thoughts about the book of 
Ruth, come to the Ballard Campus March 9 at 7pm 
for “Ruth Reloaded,” a night of teaching pre- 


sented by Covenant Singles Ministry. 


Oh, it’s among us. It is unchecked. It is raven- 
ous. They couch it in all kinds of subtle words 
and try to downplay it all the time. They say that 
our church is “predominantly single,” lulling you 
into a false sense of security via majority. They 
say that our culture is increasingly single, as 
if the numbers will continue to be in our favor. 
But let’s face the cold hard facts, amigos. 
Marriage is an epidemic at Mars Hill, a flat out 
epidemic. And if you’re not careful, 11'טסץ‎ be 
next! 

I knew this one girl. She was in my Community 
Group. She was young, she was beautiful, her 
laugh made me laugh; her life was so innocent 
and simple. We never thought it would take her. 
Suddenly, there was a Mars Hill man at a Mars Hill 
party. Then the devastating news: “courtship.” 
She’s getting married this spring now: another 
one bites the dust. If you’re single and attend 
Mars Hill, you likely know someone with a similar 
story. Or are you still in that naive ignorance 
of, “it could never happen to me”? 

What do we do? How do we protect ourselves 
from the rampage of holy matrimony? What can be 
done to insure that it is not US for whom the 
wedding bells toll? 

I care about you. I care about you all. So 
I have been researching and practicing myself. 
Without further ado, let me share with you a 
little “how-to” 


14 ₪ Post a critical comment on the 
Covenant forum on the members’ website. 
There is a 99 percent success rate for Covenant 
posters to remain single. And if you gripe about 
the opposite sex, you boost your chances of an- 
other year of singleness by about 700 percent. I 
almost didn’t post on the message board because 
it seemed to be the “easy out” for avoiding mar- 
riage. Eventually, however, I felt that being 
safe was more important than being strong, so I 


have my 2007 inoculation taken care of. 


24 ₪ Scowl. 


This works so well for me. I have found that my 
natural, unplanned facial expression is a cross 


between a scowl of disapproval and a death glare. 


I am fortunate enough to subconsciously make 
this face when I am deep in thought, listening, 
confused, or just daydreaming (80 percent of my 
life). I’m telling you, boys do not walk up and 
ask you out when you are shooting fiery darts of 


ill-will from your eyes. 


3. ₪ Don’t volunteer at Mars Hill. 

Seriously, this is so important. If you volun- 
teer, you run the risk of meeting someone. I 
really need to take my own advice on this one. In 
one of the places I volunteer, I meet at least 
three new guys every week, and interact dozens 
more. This can be very stressful, as several of 
them are at high risk for marriage themselves: 
they have jobs, they’re established, they’re 
listening to Mark Driscoll preach... they are so 
susceptible. I shouldn’t even be breathing the 
same air. However, if you are in a situation like 
me where your volunteering position requires you 
to interact with the cooties, then you may find 


the next point helpful: 


4. ₪ Moving targets are hard to catch up 
with. If you have to interact with people of 
the opposite sex, whatever you do don’t stand 
still. You might be approached. You might have 
to engage in a friendly conversation. You might 
be asked for your phone number!! So, keep mov- 
ing! Do what you have to do: move from Point A 


to Point B to Point C, and make it snappy! 


5. ₪ Guard your number. 
A. should you err and find yourself in a 
sticky situation of having been asked 
your phone number, try any of the follow- 
ing that I have used with measured success: 
start laughing, and say, “no way, are you 
joking?” 
B. say “I don’t like dating, and plus you're 
a stranger.” 
C. cross your fingers and say, “OK,” and 
give them your number. Hope you have my kind 
of luck, and they don’t ever actually call or 
speak to you again. 
D. get wide-eyed, turn around, and flee from 


temptation. 


6. Rf Don’t listen. 


Plug your ears whenever Pastor Mark talks about 
how great marriage is, or starts talking about his 
wife and kids. You must be coldhearted. You must be 


strong. Don’t let the sermons get to you! 


SEE: Staying Single =& PAGE 20 








MH PLAYLIST 4 


NADIA 


(keen observer) 


Halou: “I'll Carry You” (Wiser) 
“How does it feel to know that you are loved so 
much?” - The original question. 


Franka Potente: “Believe” (Run Lola Run) 
“| don't believe in promise... | don’t believe in truth 
. So don’t waste any tears” - the nihilist answer 


Evanescence: “Taking Over” (Fallen) 

| believe in you; l'Il give up everything just to find 
you... you're taking over me” - predestination & 
awareness 


Fiona Apple: “Criminal” (Tidal) 
“And | need to be redeemed to the one I’ve sinned 
against” - realization of sin and guilt 


Laura Veirs: “Spelunking” (Year of Meteors) 
“If | took you, darling, to the caverns of my heart, 
would you light the lamp... and see fish without 
eyes, bats with their heads hangin’ down towards 
the ground, would you still come around?” - opening 
the door to the Savior 


Sarah McLachlan: “Black & White” (Surfacing) 
“Everybody loves you when you're easy, everybody 
hates when you're a bore, everyone is waiting for 
your entrance so don’t disappoint them” - Fear of 
Man 


Lauryn Hill: “Adam Lives in Theory” 

(MTV Unplugged) 

“Fantasy is what we want, but reality is what we need” 
- admission of post-conversion frailty and sinfulness 
& life-long journey 


Amos Lee: “Soul Suckers” (Self titled) 

“Did you believe them, when they told you they’d 
discovered you?” - enchantment with the flattery of 
the world 


Evanescence: “Bring Me to Life” (Fallen) 
“My spirits sleeping somewhere cold until you find 
it there and lead it back home” - the prodigal with 
broken legs 


Ton Amos: “Precious Things” (Little Earthquakes) 
“| wanna smash the faces of those beautiful boys, 
those Christian boys” - bitterness, anger and 
judgment for wrongs received 


Matchbox 20: “Bent” (Mad Season) 
“Can you help me, I’m bent, I’m so scared that I'll 
never get put back together” - back to repentance 


Fiona Apple: “A Mistake” (When the Pawn...) 
l'm gonna make a mistake, l'm gonna do iton purpose 
- the rebel rears her ugly head once again 


Red Letter: “Psalm 139” 

“In the furthest depths, even there you will come” 
- finally this psalm of relentless pursuit & intimacy is 
in RED and not pink and baby blue 


U 2: “Grace” (All That You Can't Leave Behind) 


“Grace, she takes the blame, she covers the shame” 
- itall starts with grace, and itall ends with grace 
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Join the MHO Staff for these 
great activities in March! 


Mazama Backcountry Skiing 


Tear it up in virgin snow! A weekend trip 
to beautiful Mazama, Washington. 


David 5 kavdahl: ristretto@spu.edu 


Snowshoeing at Marten Creek 


Join Janelle for this late-season snowshoe 
trip. Marten Creek is rated one of the 
best snowshoe locations in the region. 


Janelle Baarspul: jabaarspul@ yahoo.com 


Snowshoeing at Kendall Peaks 


Stunning peaks, pristine alpine lakes, 
perfect snow... 


Rick Masters: rikmasters@gmail.com 


Bouldering at Gold Bar 


Start the climb season by flailing on the 
best boulders in the region! 


Miles Berkey: miles@filtrific.com 


Hike - Location TBD 


Let Michael take you on a Cascade 
adventure! 


Michael Pepera: michael@ pepera.org 


Visit us at marshilloutdoors.org 


OSOS 
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A great way to practice eco-stewardship is to simply 
enjoy the good gift of creation that God has given us. 
And Mars Hill Outdoors is a great way to do just that. 
Mars Hill Outdoors (a.k.a. MHO) coordinates outdoor 
₪ activities and events throughout Seattle for anyone who 
$ wants to participate: hiking, biking, skiing, snowboard- 
| ing, camping, climbing, kayaking, snowshoeing, scuba 
4 diving, ultimate frisbee, surfing, volleyball, and more. 

Since its inception in 2000, MHO has grown sig- 
nificantly and now offers about ten activities a month, 
most of which are free. For those who are new to the 
church, these activities are a fun, non-intimidating way 
to explore the vibe of Mars Hill, meet people, get some 
exercise, and learn more about our community. MHO 
provides a unique way to connect outside the usual set- 
ting, and there are countless stories of new friendships 


(at least one married couple met each other through 
MHO events). 

While MHO serves the Mars Hill Church body, it 
also strives to engage the community in a way that 
most Northwest locals can relate to: enjoying the 
Í beautiful outdoors. MHO is promoted outside of the 
church, organically through word of mouth and on 
the web, so activities attract the general public, in- 
cluding many non-Christians. A plan’s in the works 
to produce bookmark-sized calendars and distribute 
them at Mars Hill campuses and various outdoorsy 
establishments throughout the city - take a few and 
pass them around. 

Who does all this work? MHO is completely vol- 
unteer run, including its leader, Thom Booth. MHO’s 
core team meets once a month, Community Group 
style, to plan events. As it has grown, MHO has added 
five administrative positions and a leadership train- 
ing program (currently there are about twenty-five 
coordinators and trainees). David Skavdahl tracks 
trainee progress. Meilee Lim manages the schedule 
and calendar. Ali Wick and Janelle Baarspul handle 
promotional materials and flyers that are distributed 
to all the campuses, affiliates, and also on the Mars 
Hills website (marshilloutdoors.org)). 

The MHO website (also a part of voxpopnet- 
work.com) has detailed information about upcoming 
events, volunteer profiles, and a gallery of beautiful 
scenes and adventure-filled photos. In addition to 
building an online presence, last December MHO 
went vogue by launching its own clothing line of 
shirts and hats. The gear is for sale at the Ballard 
Campus bookstore - buy some, support the ministry, 
and as you sport the swag, remember: 

Recyling is good. Go ahead and carpool. But the 
most satisfying way to take care of a gift and thank 
its giver is to enjoy it well. % 


Visit marshilloutdoors.com and sign up for our weekly news- 
letter. For more information or to volunteer, email outdoors@ 
marshillchurch.org. James Fernandez is a member of Mars 
Hill Church and MHO. Thom Booth leads MHO. 
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How eco-stewardship can help bring: 
Mars Hill and Seattle together 








By Sara Grinnell 


The Lord God took the man and put him in the garden of 
Eden to work it and Keep it. 
-Genesis 2:15 


You [God] have given [man] dominion over the works of 
your hands; you have put all things under his feet, all 
sheep and oxen, and also the beasts of the field, the birds of 
the heavens, and the fish of the sea, whatever passes along’ 
the paths of the sea. —Psalm 8:6-8 
From the beginning, humans have been given the authority 
to be stewards of the Earth and everything on it. Whether 
or not we’ve been responsible stewards to date is a discus- 
sion that’s gained noticeable momentum in recent years. 
Seattle especially is a hotbed for discussions about our 
responsibility as stewards of the Earth. Environmental 
consciousness boils to the top of newspaper headlines and 
many local community discussions, making it a growing 
part of the Northwest culture. Businesses like Whole 
Foods and Starbucks are engaging in these discussions 
by offering eco-friendly and organic products. 
Embracing the Culture 

As these companies and other groups align with this 
environmentally conscious culture, the question for us 
as Mars Hill Church is: how can we best fulfill our pur- 
pose of spreading the Gospel within this eco-conscious 
culture? “Embrace it where it’s biblical,” Pastor James 
Harleman says. “Then we can actually reach out to that 
culture. If we don’t know our culture enough to embrace 
this it could hinder the work of the Gospel with a large 
demographic in Seattle.” 

Though embracing environmentally conscious 
issues may be important for Mars Hill, Christians 
in general haven’t earned the highest honors 
when it comes to practicing eco-stewardship. “I’m 
not sure [this negative reputation] comes entirely 
from Christianity,” says Harleman. “I attribute a 
great deal of that to bad theology. I would also 
attribute a great portion of it to the polarization 
of political factions.” 

Whether Christians are seen as responsible 
stewards or not, the underlying message Mars 
Hill pastors want to convey is that every member 
of Mars Hill should be thinking, at least person- 
ally, about how they are affecting the land that 
God has given them to steward. When it comes 
to eco-stewardship, Harleman clarifies, “Mars Hill 
would say we are told to have dominion, which, 
in its best translation, is not tyrannical force but 
wise gardening of the land that God has given us. 
It ties in very holistically with what we believe: 
stewardship is part of worship.” 

Embracing eco-stewardship is a powerful way 
to bridge and share something that we have in 
common with non-Christians. Seattle may have 
some cultural attachments that we wouldn’t agree 
with, but there’s no reason we don’t have to differ 
on the fact that we should be good stewards of 
the Earth, of greater Seattle, and of the rural areas 

we enjoy. And who knows, “if they share our heart for this 


BOWL 


issue,” Pastor James points out, “perhaps they'll listen to 
our reasons why.” 

A specific eco-stewardship ministry is yet to be formed 
at Mars Hill, but for those who have a burden to participate 
in existing conservation and awareness efforts. We live in 
what is arguably the tree-hugger capital of the world: there 
are plenty of ways to get involved in eco-stewardship - and 
reach out to the community at the same time. 

Besides, most Mars Hill ministries are created organi- 
cally, through members who are excited and knowledgeable 
about a particular issue. Many take action by providing 
educational services, like the health education ministry or 
Mars Hill Arts. 

In order to start engaging with the eco-conscious cul- 
ture, Mars Hill pastors hope to see passionate members step 
forward and take responsible action within their communi- 
ties. “Then we’re living the incarnational aspect,” Harleman 
says. “We have small clusters of people in neighborhoods, or 
out doing ministry, or out helping Seattle actually embody- 
ing... Mars Hill.” 

We are all called to be stewards of the Earth. Many 
Christians and non-Christians agree on this. Fortunately, 
common ground is a seed bed where relationships between 
Christians and non-Christians can be built, and gaps in com- 
munities can be bridged. Taking a pro-active approach to 
eco-stewardship can be a powerful way to share the love of 
Jesus. 

“It’s about living it first so then you have the respect and 
the relationship to actually speak about your mission and 
your relationship with Jesus,” says Pastor James. “When a 
congregation moves beyond talking about stewardship and 
begins practicing stewardship, it leads to relationship and 
it leads to a discussion of the ‘why.’ The ‘why’ is important. 
The greater city can agree with the ‘what’, but it’s only once 
they see that we agree that we can then discuss ‘why.” w 


Sarah Grinnell is a Northwest native and SPU graduate. She has 
written for TV, radio, non-profits, and local newspapers. 


ABOUT‏ ו 
ECO-EFFORTS‏ 

There are many local organizations, groups, and websites 
designed to raise awareness and promote community involvemen 


around environment issues. If you’d like to get involved, here’s a 
list of ways to get started: 


Help create more walkable communities 
(www.feetfirst.info) 


Take the “One Less Car” challenge 
(www.seattle.gov/waytogo/onelesscar. htm) 


Buy, sell, and exchange reusable materials online 
(www.metrokc.gov/dnrp/swd/exchange/index.asp) 


Plant a Tree 


(www.cityofseattle.net/environment/urbanforest.htm) 


Make your home and office more energy efficient 
(www9.seattle.gov/climate/getInvolvedHome.htm) 


Resources from Seattle Park & Rec 


(www.seattle.gov/parks/Environment/index.htm) 


Join “Sustainable Ballard” 
(www.sustainableballard.org) 


Use a natural pest control 
(www.watoxics.org) 








MARSHILLCHURCH.ORG/PROXY 





APRIL 13-10 

PROXY PUSHES BACK YOUR 
OKI SEASON A COUPLE 
MORE MONTHS. 


PROXY STUDENT MINISTRYJPM 
TUESDAYS SHORELINE 
-WEDNESDAYS BALLARD 
THURSDAYS WEST SEATTLE 








UPCOMING EVENTS 


4/13-15 BAKER 07 (SEE ABOVE) 
5/18 EVEN BETTER THAN THE REAL THING 


/8-10 MEN'S RETREAT 


/19-21 SENIOR NIGHTS 





8/4-10 TRIP TO LAKE TAHOE Ñ 
Sa 
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BY ELISABETH KROHN 


adminsratoriorMarsHin veer 


let me put it in simpler terms: You Know the eLoop you get in your inbox? Yep, that’s me. 
The sermon audio that shows up in your iTunes? | push the “send” button, so to speak. 
Now you may jump to the conclusion, based on my job title, that I’m a techie. Let me clear 
that up right now H’m definitely not one. But | do work with techies—Mars Hill’s very own 
brand. These guys are incredibly brilliant, coming up with cool ideas that keep Mars Hill 
technologically relevant as it spreads the gospel across the Web. | simply use the web 
tools they create to communicate with you about what’s going on in our church body and 
to disseminate the resources Mars Hill provides online. 

Recently my job and the jobs of Mars Hill web developers and technologists have in- 
tersected on a frequent basis as we've considered how Mars Hill can utilize blogs to share 
the story of Mars Hill as our church expands and is continually transformed by Jesus. 

Many of you already know what a blog is, but for those out there who are especially 
of the non-techie sort, here’s a simple definition. A blog is nothing more than a web log—a 
Simple website where the average joe or jane can document their thoughts and tell stories 
through written word, photos, and video without any knowledge of html code or other tech- 
related things. The computer people of the world have developed software that’s easy to use 
and available to anyone with an internet connection. And you can subscribe to these sites and 
receive instant notification (via email or feed reader) whenever new content is posted. 

Though you may not realize it, Mars Hill has already begun implementing this technol- 
ogy. Various ministries as well as all three of our campuses have their own blogs. These 
sites have been a place to get announcements about upcoming events and other helpful 
information. O ver the last few months, however, I’ve been working with web development 
leaders like Anthony lanniciello and Jason W endorf to see how we can kick these blogs 
up a notch. The solution we've come up with is something called the Vox Pop Network: an 
interconnected community of blog sites that are dedicated to... 


= SHOWCASING THE WORK DONE IN MH MINISTRIES 


= COMMENTING ON CULTURE THROUGH THE LENS 
OF THE GOSPEL 


=) TELLING STORIES OF HOW JESUS IS TRANSFORMING LIVES IN 
OUR CHURCH 


= HIGHLIGHTING HOW OUR BODY IS SEEKING TO LOVE AND 
ENJOY THE CITY WE LIVE IN 


= DOCUMENTING THE OVERARCHING STORY OF MARS HILL-ITS 
GROWING PAINS AND NEW ENDEAVORS 


1 


WITNESSING סד‎ THE LOST ON THE WEB THROUGH 
COMPELLING AND JESUS-CENTERED CONTENT 


So what are the details of this project? For starters, the Vox Pop blog that began last 
Summer is Saying goodbye. Entering to take its place is the new Vox Pop Network landing 
page (voxpopnetwork.com). This page pulls in the most recent postings from all of the sites 
(blogs) within the network. It’s sort of like the front page of the newspaper, giving you a 
Sampling of all the good stuff inside. S peaking of the “good stuff,” allow me to introduce all 
Sites contributing to this cool new network: 


Pastors Prayers 


Pastors Prayers will serve as a weekly throughput for the many needs Pastor Mark Driscoll and the 
other elders at Mars Hill face each season. Whether it entails prayers for needed leaders, resources, 
finances, spiritual direction for shepherding our church family, or physical healing for church leaders 
and members throughout the body, this will be the most intimate public expression of our church 
leaders that everyone can tap into. As the S pirit leads the leaders, this is their place to ask for Support 
in prayer. For everyone at Mars Hill4ndividuals, small groups, ministries and more—and everyone else 
who loves, cares, and prays for us, please use this blog to keep in step. 


VOXPOPNETWORK.COM/PASTORSPRAYERS 


Cinemagogue 

The brain-child of Pastor James Harleman, this site will comment on all things media—comics, movies, 
television, talk shows, celebrity news, gaming and online culture-through the lens of the gospel 
narrative. Pastor James being our resident Film & Theology guru, Cinemagogue will also serve as a 
place to learn more about this ministry and access resources from its events. James says he hopes 
the blog is more than just “a place for our church body.” He'd like to see it “challenge other Christians, 
particularly pastors, to get involved in engaging in media culture.” 


VOX POPNETWORK.COM/ CINEMAGOGUE 


Outdoors 


W ho knew Mars Hill Outdoors is one of the most popular ministry at Mars Hill. Even though MHO 
hosts about ten well-attended events per month, some people don’t realize how cool this ministry 
is. We haven't heard enough about adventures such as tromping through the woods or careening 
down steep mountains. Enter the Outdoors blog—a place for MH Outdoors to share stories about 
how people are loving and learning about Jesus through His creation. Janelle Baarspul, who serves 
as a copywriter by day and Outdoors blog administrator extraordinaire by night, hopes the stories told 
through the site will “encourage those at Mars Hill to get out and enjoy nature with the ministry, while 
also reaching out to those who love nature, but do not believe in Jesus.” 


VOXPOPNETWORK.COM/OUTDOORS 


Doxologist 
W hat in the world is Doxologist? The short answer is that it’s the name for the new Mars Hill worship 
webpage. More technically speaking, doxa is a Greek word that means glory, majesty, or magnifi- 
cence. Where’s the connection? Doxologist’s administrator (and Team Strike Force drummer), Matt 
Johnson, says that those contributing to the site seek to be “practitioners of God’s glory” as it is 
displayed through worship and performance at Mars Hill. Pastor Tim Smith will be casting vision for 
the Worship Department, continually addressing the question “W hat is the theology of worship?” 
Band members and those working behind the scenes will blog on practical insights into topics such 
as performance, lighting, songwriting, video, recording, and the like, and how these things can be 
used to honor God and show His splendor. 


VOXPOPNETWORK.COM/DOXOLOGIST 


Proxy 

A land where the Mountain Dew flows like wine and skateboarding is the main mode of transporta- 
tion—yes, that’s Proxy. But there’s a lot more to Mars Hill’s junior and high school ministry than that; 
Students involved are serious about lovin’ Jesus, being in community, and engaging the culture. “The 
Proxy blog solely represents the voice of the younger people in our church—the demographic culture 
at large is aiming to influence,” says Dustin Nickerson, MH deacon and Proxy blog administrator. 
“O ur responsibility is to influence and create culture through our voices, not just be influenced.” The 
Proxy blog will do just that-through its students and leaders, the site will document the mayhem and 
milestones of the student ministry as it exists within our church body and serves young people looking 
for and loving [ 6505 in S eattle. 


VOXPOPNETWORK.COM/ PROXY 








One Church One Village 


During the Redeeming Ruth series, Pastor Mark mentioned One Church One Village: 
Mars Hill’s partnership with the Agathos Foundation, a nonprofit organization founded by 
Mars Hill members. OCOV operates through Agathos in South Africa to help orphans 
and widows affected by the AIDS pandemic. The One Church One Village webpage will, 
as its administrator Kevin Stout says, “reveal the faces behind the statistics” of the AIDS 
pandemic, telling the stories of those living in the village of Injisuthi, South Africa, as well as 
those of Mars Hill members actively involved in the ministry. 


VOXPOPNETWORK.COM/OCOV 


MH Arts 


Oh those artsy folks—they’re always up to something, well... artsy. Doug Finefrock, who has 
taken the lead in heading up the Arts blog can testify to it: “O ur goal is to be the voice of art 
and theology for Mars Hill. Through the site, we’re hoping to introduce people to new kinds 
of art, showing how it ties back to the gospel in ways they haven't though about before.” 
The site will also include reviews of Artist Reformation Project events, a subset of MH Arts 
that reaches out to the city of Seattle through monthly gallery shows in Pioneer Square. As 
with all things art-related, expect something creative from this site. 


VOXPOPNETWORK.COM/ MHARTS 


Ballard, Shoreline and WestSeatile 


No longer will the campus blogs only be good for basic information about your campus 
(a parking map, class cancellations, blah blah blah). Now part of the Vox Pop Network, 
the revamped campus blogs will also feature individual voices of the members attending 
these locations. The goal is to document the growing personality and uniqueness of each 
Campus and how it contributes to Mars Hill Church as a whole. Expect stories about how 
the people at each campus are serving, what their lives are like, how they’re reaching out to 
and enjoying the surrounding neighborhood, and more. 


VOXPOPNETWORK.COM/ BALLARD 
VOXPOPNETWORK.COM/SHORELINE 
VOXPOPNETWORK.COM/WESTSEATTLE 


For now, that’s our Vox Pop Network (VPN) family, but more additions are to come in 
the future. 

W ith the Vox Pop name more visible online, have we forgotten the granddaddy of them 
all: the Vox Pop print edition (that beloved paper you are holding in your hands at this very 
moment!)? W hat's going to happen to this magazine as the virtual realm encroaches? 
Have no fear—the regular Vox Pop is here to stay. In fact, its content will get richer and even 
more interesting with the addition of the online Vox Pop Network. As more and more con- 
tent is generated online, you'll see the best of it adapted for print here within these pages. 
Or vice versa; you may see VPN writers commenting online about something interesting in 
the print edition. In short, the advent of VPN should serve to improve all of Mars Hill content, 
whether in print or online. 

Lots of hard work has gone into the creation of the VPN. Guys like Anthony lanniciello, 
Jason W endorf, S eth Faxon (all Mars Hill deacons) and numerous other volunteers faithfully 
serving in a way that will help Mars Hill tell its story and witness to the gospel of Jesus in 
ways that have not been possible before. W e all hope you enjoy and participate in the Vox 
Pop Network! To get started, visit the landing page at voxpopnetwork.com, where you can 
read or and subscribe to any of the network’s feeds. w4 


Are you interested in helping tell the story of Mars Hill through the Vox Pop Network? 
Do you have skills in writing or amateur photography or videography? 
Email elisabeth@ marshillchurch.org. 


GIVING THE VOX POP NETWORK ITS VOICE 
Q&A with MH web designer Anthony Ianniciello 


Anthony lanniciello is a brand new deacon of Mars Hill, but he’s been volunteering with 
the web team for awhile now. As lead designer of Mars Hill’s new public website and the 
Vox Pop Network website as well, Anthony’s played a crucial role in revamping Mars Hill’s 
presence online. 


Q: WHAT'S YOUR DAY JOB? 
Å: I am the Creative Director for a small web design firm in 6 alifornia, though | work from 
home here in S eattle. 


Q: HOW LONG HAVE YOU BEEN GOING TO MARS HILL? 

A: Close to five years. | attend with my lovely wife Kristin and our kids: adorable Isabella 
(4) and choo-choo crazy Michael (2). | was recently installed as a deacon, after serving for 
about a year helping develop our new website (marshillchurch.org). 


Q: YOU'VE INVESTED A LOT OF TIME INTO THIS PROJECT—HELPING 
FORMULATE THE CONCEPT, DESIGNING THE PAGES, AND DOING 
TECHNICAL WORK TO MAKE IT HAPPEN. WHY? 

A: Because of Jesus. He has a lot of people to love in this city, and | fear a great 
number of them have been inoculated to the Gospel. Because of the grace He has 
shown in my life | want to go forth and love the city by giving its people a glimpse of 
what their lives could look like as Christians. | also love the Church and want to facilitate 
giving our body a voice to speak into the culture, engage with it, and be challenged to 
mature as Christians. 


Q: WHAT DOES SUCCESS LOOK LIKE FOR THE VARIOUS SITES 
INCLUDED IN THE VOX POP NETWORK? 

A: Success will look different for each site within the network, depending upon its 
particular mission and goals. Some of these goals may be to better communicate to their 
ministry, share the story of orphans a world away in Africa, reach the local area with love 
and grace, or serve the worldwide Church with relevant content about what we have done 
right and wrong at Mars Hill. Ultimately the beauty of the internet is that all of that can 
happen in the worldwide market place, and as we are honest about who we are and what 
we are doing, we can spread the good news in many different ways that are approach- 
able, challenging, engaging, and glorifying to Christ. 


Q: How do you see the vox pop network drawing in people who don't 
know jesus? 

A: Honesty, grace and providence. The web is a great environment for stumbling upon 
content and being exposed to ideas within a personal context, where ideas can be 
captured and digested at a personal pace. | pray that the content we produce can really 
challenge people on their perceptions of Christians, truth, and Jesus, and help open the 
door for the Holy Spirit to move in their hearts. So much content is being produced online, 
most of which at best does not give thought to glorifying God and at worst is an affront. 
As we, by God's grace, produce God-glorifying content, we are building a body of work 
that is indexed, searched, and stumbled upon in a very providential way for our time. ו‎ 








Walking 
the Talk 


Though football 
season Is over, 
faith is a constant 
in the life of Super 
Bowl champion coach, 
Tony Dungy 


“Consider it pure joy, my brothers, whenever you face trials 
of many kinds, because you know that the testing of your 
faith develops perseverance. Perseverance must finish its 
work so that you may be mature and complete, not lacking 
anything” (James 1:2- 4) 

Everyone likes reading this verse, but nobody likes ex- 
periencing this it-even a great man of faith like Super Bowl 
Champ Tony Dungy, head coach of the Indianapolis C olts. 

Looking at the life of Dungy, it’s evident that God has 
used him to impact lives for the sake of the Gospel; he 
Speaks boldly about his faith, his values, and a devastating 
trial that he uses to point others directly to Christ. 

Anthony Kevin Dungy was born October 6, 1955 in 
Jackson, Michigan. He’s the son of a physiology professor 
and a high school English teacher. He was gifted enough to 
play both basketball and football in high school and at the 
University of Minnesota. 

After four years as a Starter at Minnesota, having broken 
most of the school’s quarterback records and graduating 
with a Bachelor’s in Business Administration, he moved on 
to the NFL. Dungy had a productive career which included 
being the starting safety for the 1978 Super Bowl champion 
Pittsburgh Steelers. The team was Known for its stingy de- 
fense, and Dungy led the squad in interceptions. 

After retiring in 1980, he returned to his alma mater 
and quickly made his way up the coaching ranks, building 
a reputation as a defensive mastermind. In 1995, he was 
offered his first NFL head coaching position with the dismal 
Tampa Bay Buccaneers and accepted the offer. 

In just his second year in Florida, Dungy led the Bucs to 
a second place finish in the division—the organization’s first 
winning season in thirteen years. Despite his success, the 
team unexpectedly fired him in 2001. 

It didn’t take long for another team to jump on this 
opportunity, however, and in January 2002 the Indianapolis 
Colts hired him as their head coach. Dungy took the Colts 
to the playoffs five years in a row, and won Super Bowl XLI 
earlier this year. 

All that and oh yes, Tony Dungy loves Jesus. This love 
has been refined by trials unexpected in the life of a talented, 
popular professional athlete and coach. This man has gone 
through many ups and downs to get where he his today. 
Undoubtedly, the lowest of those downs was the news he 
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24" considered inherently sinful. 
| The perpetual question of “what would Jesus watch” gets asked quite a 
bit in conjunction with Film & Theology, and it got me contemplating the con- 
nection between Christianity and the ratings system, which, presumably, this C anadian 
pastor views as God-ordained. Does Hollywood consult a book of the Bible | overlooked 
that spells out these guidelines? Does “G ” stand for “godly” and “PG” for “partially godly”? 
Maybe “R” equals “reprobate”? It’s time to investigate just how Jesus intersects with the 
MPAA, who sets these guidelines, and how they truly measure up with God’s W ord. 

My lovely bride and | attended a screening of a documentary that shed some light on the Motion Picture Associd 2 
of America (MPAA) and its members. The MPAA governs what rating a film is assigned, if at all. The documentary was unrated, 
which was appropriate for a film titled This Film is Not Yet Rated, and | recommend that no one bother with this biased exposé 
that makes Michael Moore look positively objective. 

Director Kirby Dick kicks off his film with a bunch of sexscenes so explicit that they were nixed from a plethora of past movies 
in order to secure an R rating and avoid the NC-17 ghetto. Dick then hires a private detective to uncover the members of the 
ratings board, a lineup kept secret for years. The director rubs the nose of the MPAA in his agenda, then later in the film gets irate 
when they tell him his documentary will earn an NC-17 rating. | was able to sift some intriguing information from his film, but the 
bias reeks even worse than the alleged hypocrites the director mocks throughout the film. 

Fortunately, much of what Dick uncovers—and more—about the MPAA can be easily researched through other media sources. 
Founded in 1922, the MPAA instituted the rating system in 1968 to avoid state and government regulation and censorship. 

So who composes this august body? W hat great religious panel, Christian advocacy group, or informed moral majority 
help keep our minds, hearts, and souls safe from those evil images that will undoubtedly compromise our Salvation? W ell, the 
six members of the MPAA are none other than Buena Vista (W alt Disney), Sony Pictures, Paramount Pictures (which includes 
DreamW orks), 20th Century Fox, Universal Studios, and Warner Bros. It’s nice to know we can sleep safe and let our kids 
watch something labeled appropriate by these wonderful corporations who naturally operate out of a concern for a viewer's 
walk with C hrist. 

Sarcasm aside, | have friends in several of these organizations who love Jesus and work and serve according to their 
conscience, but their faith is not imposed on the organizations they work for. The MPAA rating board seems to exist primarily 
to placate cultural conservatives—not C hristians—while simultaneously helping major studios squeak by with the lightest rating, 
which makes the most money (PG-13 films make more money than R movies: it’s simply a wider audience). The MPAA line 5 
that they will not expressly discuss with filmmakers which scenes or images warrant stricter ratings. To do that, they explain, 
would be telling the artist what to cut out, which would essentially equal censorship. 

However, evidence suggests that major studios get detailed notes on what pushes their films over the edge, and what 
to snip here and there in order to slip under the wire and glean a more “family-friendly” (read: “revenue friendly”) rating. The 
independent filmmaker, on the other hand, is left in the dark and can only guess why his film earned the rating that it did; at the 
end of the day, the MPAA wants their big sponsor studios to make money and cares little about the values or producing art. This 
isn’t family values; it’s fiscal values. 

Not only is this hypocritical, the approach the MPAA takes with major member studios is not in line with Christian faith by 
any stretch; a guide based on how | can cut out “just enough” to be acceptable is not a biblical approach to godly art—or a godly 
life for that matter. It’s like the boyfriend who wants a detailed list from his youth pastor of “how far he can go” with his girlfriend 
without sinning. Blanket statements and general lines of acceptability aren't good enough; I’ve seen plenty of steamy scenes in 
PG films that some single guys | Know shouldn't be watching in light of their struggles with pornography and premarital chastity. 
Heck, even the Little Mermaid’s seashells aren't helping some guys | know. 

Also, PG stands for “Parental Guidance,” which implies we can leave our children in a room with a G-rated film and never 
give ita second thought or conversation. For example, as much as | appreciate the animation in Mulan, | might want to lend some 
parental guidance about ancestral worship—and don’t even get me started on Ferngully: The Last Rainforest. W e’re talking about 
a ratings system that gives a violent film like, say, The Passion of the Christ, an “R,” whereas a film that subtly reinforces eastern 
philosophy, like The Lion King, gets a “G.” While | wouldn't want to leave my kids alone in a room without parental guidance for 
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By Elliot Strong mem‘ 


A little over three decades ago, some Seattle Pacific 
University graduates took a look at Seattle and realized 
that it was one of the most artistic cities in the United 
States but at the same time one of the least church-going. 
Sound familiar? 

Sitting in on a sermon at Mars Hill in 2007 would 


give you that exact same impression. So what are you | 


Supposed to do if you're an artistically inclined person 
who also wants to serve God in the city? If you’re Scott 
Nolte, you would start Taproot Theatre Company, now 
one of the most established mid-size theater companies 
in the Seattle area. 

Today, Taproot Theatre has grown from their original 
Small touring group to operating main stage productions 
out of a converted movie theater in the G reenwood neigh- 
borhood. In addition to the main stage plays, Taproot 


continues to produce touring shows that include school | 


performances that deal with topics such as drugs and 
bullying. Taproot also hosts and conducts various acting 
classes and workshops throughout the year. It is a non- 
profit group run by Christians, but it does not exclusively 
put on Christian-themed plays nor does it attempt to limit 
itself to a Christian audience. 

Talking with Nolte, a common theme emerges be- 
tween Taproot Theatre’s mission and Mars Hill’s ideology, 
which is the idea of engaging our culture; living in the 
world and affecting it in a positive way without becoming 
worldly (John 17:15-16). There can be an inherent ten- 
Sion in that pursuit. Cross over too far to one side or the 
other and you are at risk of compromising either your faith 
Or your commitment to working within the framework of 
the society that we live in. 

But this also directs how the company chooses what 
plays it puts in their lineup and which themes it tries to 
insert into the artistic and civic dialogue. For example, The 
God Committee (Taproot’s latest main stage production) 
is a medical drama that depicts a review board that is re- 
sponsible for delegating an organ donor's heart for trans- 
plant into the most worthy recipient. Sound tricky? You 
bet. Oftentimes tense and obviously dealing with heavy 
Subject matter, The God Committee may not explicitly be 
a “Christian” play, but it should make for some interest- 
ing food for thought and initiate conversations between 
people who see it. 

Gary Kingsbury, a Mars Hill member and the gen- 
eral manager of Taproot Theatre Company, asserts that 
whether it is feeding the poor or putting on plays, integrat- 
ing our Christian faith into these activities is crucial. 

This also puts Taproot in the unique position of being 
a Christian voice within the artistic and theatrical commu- 
nity of Seattle. The audience base may largely be from 
churches, but that doesn’t stop them from advertising in 
secular venues such as The Stranger and reaching out to 
draw in all audiences. 


- 


-Gary Kingsbury 
(General Manager, Taproot Theatre) 
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Though Seattle is still not statistically a churched city, 
Nolte says that this indicates that “the need of a sinful 
heart or the need for encouragement never ends.” Taproot 
wants to continue investing in their audiences and the art- 
ists of the community, striving to stay important to both. 
Kingsbury asserts that, second only to education, the arts 
were ranked by the Puget Sound Regional Council as a 
key factor in attracting a highly educated workforce into 
the area. 

Given Taproot’s 31-year dedication to the Seattle 
arts community, we can hope that they remain a strong 


| Christian influence and voice within the theater and artistic | 


landscape of our city. a 


Elliot Strong is a member of Mars Hill Church. 
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PHOTO: Gary Kingbsury in rare form: sitting down. This 
busy man is General Manager of Taproot Theatre and 
an active member of Mars Hill. His latest church-related 


project is heading up the new Mercy Ministry. Read 
Gary’s article on page 2 for more details. (Luke Rutan) 
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The God Committee 
Through March 3 


(Medical Drama) 


Mary’s Wedding 
Mara 23 - Apri 1 


(WWI Love Story) 


Seven Keys to Baldpate 


May 18 -June 16 
(Mystery/ Comedy) 


Joseph and the 
Amazing Technicolor Dreamcoat 


J uly 13- August 11 


(Musical) 


The Importance of Being Earnest 
September 28 - October 7 


(Romance/ Comedy) 


Taproot Theatre Company 
204 N. 85th St 
Seattle, WA 98113 


(206) 781-9707 
www.taproottheatre.org 
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| Pastor Gary Shavey 
.ג‎ -Ja 
Role at Mars Hill ~~~ 
Director of Resurgence (www.theresurgence.com). 
| — lalso teach classes, review books for Mars Hill 
Resources, and pray for and shepherd people. 


Sunday Campus Ballard 
Birthday May 22,1975 
| Family Married to Pamela since December 4, 1999. 


Children: Luke Garrison (4), Chase Stettersten (2.5), 
Quinn Augustine (7 months) 





_ Firstset footin Mars Hill Fall of 1996. | would 
F—-get-a ride from Mike G unn (one of the three founding 

elders of MH) to another church while | was in college 
at the UW. | 


Elder since Fall of 0 


Scripture "8 aA although | was very eager to 
write to you about our common salvation, | found 

| it necessary to write appealing to you to contend 
...for.the faith that was once for all delivered to the 

m Saints. .—-|ude 8 


| 

= Quotation | tweaked a quotation | read somewhere 

and made it my own for a theme on how | raise my‏ ו 
sons: “We do not live as spectators but as Biblical‏ 
Men that have a role and power to shape the events of‏ 
ourtime for the glory of G od.” =‏ 


Last book read As a Ph.D. student and 


Resurgence Director, | have numerous books with 
bookmarks in which | am constantly picking up and 
~~ reading (currently, When the Darkness Will Not 
Lift, by John Piper, Spirit W ars, by Peter Jones, and 
Listening to the Beliefs of Emerging Churches). 


_..Last movie watched | am usually a big 


movie lover, but the season of life | am in now has not 
:-— permitted me much time to watch movies but more TV 
Shows. Right now | am into Battlestar Galactica, the 
new version. 


|- 
| 


_ Album most listened to wy i? oa is 


mostly full of people talking from conferences, classes 
or some kind of audio book. 


| 

Favonte eatery Recently, Tom Douglass 
places (Dahlia Lounge or Etta’s). For breakfast, 

| Portage Bay Cafe. 

=- 


| 
| 
f tel der (el’der) n. 1. Elected or appointed goveming 





officer within a church (Synonymous with “pastor”). 


© 1 Timothy 3: 1-7, Titus 1: 6-9 


God’s Providence and Dr. Bruce Ware 


What’s the Resurgence Conference 
all about? 


The 2007 Resurgence Spring Conference (March 23-24; 
$25; See ad on page 3) welcomes Dr. B ruce W are of Southern 
Baptist Theological Seminary (Louisville, KY). Dr. Ware will 
also preach at Mars Hill on March 25. The conference is 
titled, “W here the Hand of God and the Hands of Men Meet.” 
At the Evangelical Theological Society's annual meeting in 
Washington, D.C., Mars Hill Pastor Gary S havey (director of 
Resurgence) interviewed Dr. Ware. The following is adapted 
from the second half of this interview. To listen to the interview 
in its entirety, download the MP3 at theresurgence.com. 


Gary Shavey: Atourconference coming up - the Resurgence 
Conference, March 23rd and 24th - you're going to be 
Speaking on “W here the Hand of God and the Hands of Men 
Meet.” Can you briefly give a summary of what's going to be 
discussed? And why might it be important for not only church- 
planters and pastors but also ministry leaders and people just 
doing ministry in their own lives? 
Bruce Ware: Yes, okay Gary. The topic really is about divine 
providence; “W here the Hand of God and the Hands of Men 
Meet” is about how it works that God is in control of this 
world and is responsible for how things work, and yet we 
bear responsibility as well: How do these two things come 
together? And it’s hard to imagine any large topic with greater 
practical impact than this question of divine sovereignty and 
human freedom because it really affects the whole of how we 
understand how life is to be lived, as Christian people before 
the God who made them. 

How does God work with us; how are we to work 
with Him? That really is the bottom-line question of the 
conference. 


GS: | don’t know how much people realize the importance 
of it, especially within the “emerging church” culture, which 
wants to put its hand to the plow and start doing things for 
God - social justice, mercy ministries, however you want to 
call that. This is an interesting topic because it gives us the 
backbone, the biblical principles, for why we do this kind of 
work. 
BW: Yes, exactly. That as well as any other Kingdom-type 
work. The question is raised: what is the proper relationship 
between the activity God does and what He calls us to do? 
Are these seen as separate works that join, or are they seen 
as a uniform work that God does through us? And would any 
work we do advance what He does and what has He done? 

| think it’s one of those areas that thoughtful C hristian 
people have to come to terms with: what is the relationship 
between the hand of God - the work of God, the way in which 
He works in the world - and what He calls us to do as well. 


GS: Yeah, because some people might read through your 
topics on the Resurgence website and think, “Oh, these 
lofty theological concepts.” But in reality they're very, very 
practical. 

BW: Right. Of course it is theoretical at one level. That 


is, there’s a lot of thinking that goes into working this out. 
But goodness, it’s sort of like Einstein’s E = 62: It’s very 
theoretical, but boy look at the practical implications of it, you 
know? Microwave ovens... 

It's one of those things that you work out hard to get right 
at the conceptual level because - precisely because - the 
practical import is so huge. How do you face suffering as a 
Christian? How do you pray as a Christian? How do you go 
about conducting your work for the Kingdom as a Christian? 
| mean, these are questions that have at their root the 
intersection of G 00 5 work and our work; how do these things 
come together? 


GS: | like to call it the difference between sound theology 
versus sound doctrine, whichis taking thattheology and putting 
it into practice—what some people might call “orthopraxy” or 
whatnot. | think it'll be a great event for people to attend - also 
just to hear a fresh voice. 

Switching into more personal things: what are some of 
your favorite books? 

BW: | may even mention this during the conference, | don't 
know, but | read a book while | was in college that to 

this day | am where | am, doing what I’m doing, 

largely because of the way the Lord used 

this book in my life to redirect me. 

It's a book by AW. Tozer, who 

was a Christian and Missionary 

Alliance pastor in Chicago and 

Toronto. He wrote a number of 

wonderful books. This one was entitled The Knowledge of the 
Holy, which is a book on the attributes of G od. | would highly 
encourage everyone to get a copy and read it. It’s a profound 
understanding of who God is that really helped me so much 
as a young believer to see the greatness and the glory of God 
and understand my dependence on Him - themes that I'll be 
preaching on at your church, themes that really have been with 
me for all of these years because of that book by Tozer. I’m very 
grateful for that. 

| also have been friends with and appreciate so much 
the ministry of John Piper. Way back in the mid-80s, W hen | 
taught at Bethel Seminary, my family and | attended [Piper’s] 
Bethel Baptist Church. I’ve listened to his sermon tapes for 
years and appreciate his writings. | honestly don’t know of any 
contemporary writer whose work | would commend higher 
than John’s work. In so many ways | am so grateful for the 
vision of God that he has and the love for the Lord... and | 
know this man can tell you it’s all real. This man breathes and 
eats and lives what he preaches, and | am deeply grateful for 
him. 

If you are interested in reading ahead of time for the 
conference, a book I’ve written that really does lay out a lot 
of the themes that we'll be talking is God’s Greater Glory. It 
is my attempt to put in a digestible form an understanding of 
divine providence. So that’s something that people might want 
to take a look at. 


GS: Is your book on the Trinity your latest book? 
BW: Yes, that came out last year. It’s called Father, Son, and 


Holy Spirit. It is written for an educated lay-audience. Really 
it's both to communicate what the Trinity is, but also one of 
the main purposes is to show the relevance of the doctrine 
of the Trinity to everyday life. The more | think about it, I’m just 
amazed, how this doctrine that you kind of have to dust off 
because hardly anybody talks about it— 


GS: Yeah, there's not really many recent books on the Trinity. 
BW: No, that’s right. There hasn't been. Here's this doctrine 
that people have thoughtis so impractical, butin fact is so awe- 
inspiring - worship-inspiring - it’s amazing to behold the G od 
who is Father, Son, and Spirit, and what those relationships 
mean; they inspire so much adoration of G od. But then beyond 
that, to see through the ways that they relate, the impact of that 
On our own lives - the way we should relate. 


GS: Do you have any other books coming 


out soon? 
BW: Im editing a book 
in which I'm 


contributing 

a Chapter on the 

doctrine of God that 

Broadman & Holman is 

publishing. A chapter that! wrote on 

divine election has just been published 

in a book entitled Perspectives on 

Election, edited by Chad Brand. | put a 

lot of work into that chapter... 

It's a “Five Views” book. Mine is one of the 

chapters in that book. | put a lot of work and time into 

that chapter because I’ve taught this for years and took this as 

the opportunity really to put as carefully as | could - answering 

all the objections that | knew of from having taught this for so 

many years - and trying to commend to people what | believe 

to be the biblical doctrine of divine election: yes, in fact, God 

did choose us in Christ before the foundation of the world, 

and this is a glorious reality that, instead of splitting churches, 

churches ought to be united in celebrating the beauty and the 

glory of God who has chosen to save a people. It’s a great 
thing. 


GS: Makes our ministerial work worth something, God’s 
choosing to use us. And speaking of ministerial work, you also 
do some pastoral work besides just teaching. 

BW: Yes, I’m very involved in my church. In fact | head home 
tomorrow and will be preaching on Sunday and teaching my 
S unday school class. We're going through the book of Isaiah 


SEE: Resurgence = PAGE 18 
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WHY DID | ESUS DIE ON THE CROSS? 
ATONEMENT. 
By Pastor Mark Driscoll 








Editors’ note: the following is an excerpt from chap- 
ter one of the book Listening to the Beliefs of Emerging 
Churches (edited by Robert Webber and published by 
Zondervan contributing authors: Mark Driscoll, J ohn 
Burke, Dan Kimball, Doug Pagitt, and Karen Ward), 
available for purchase in the Mars Hill bookstore and 
at Amazon.com, reprinted with permission. Though 
Pastor Mark includes hundreds of biblical references 
to support his writing in the book, we've had to remove 
these citations here due to space. We encourage you 
to pick up a copy of the new book so that you can read 
the footnotes and search the Scriptures yourself. 


Many people warmly recollect the many kind deeds 
of [ esus such as healing the sick, caring for the poor, 
and feeding the hungry. Many people also appreciate 
Jesus’ teachings related to doing good deeds and 
being loving. But it is the death of J esus and what it 
accomplished that is the most controversial aspect of 
[ esus’ life and ministry, because it is the most impor- 
tant. 


WHAT DOES SCRIPTURE SAY ABOUT 
J ESUS’ ATONEMENT? 


To understand the doctrine of J esus’ death on the 
cross, also known as the atonement, we must connect 
it to the doctrines of God’s character, God’s creation, 
human sin, and the responses of God to sin and sin- 
ners. To do this we will briefly examine four essential 
truths of Scripture. 


TRUTH #1 - We are sinful. 


All of the individual and corporate shortcomings 
of God’s perfect intentions for creation, whether 
intentional or unintentional or through omission or 
commission, qualify as sin or the effects of sin. The 
first Sin was committed by Satan who led a rebellion 
against God. After Satan and demons were cast out 
of heaven, Satan tempted our first parents, Adam and 
Eve, to join his sinful rebellion against God. Adam was 
the representative and father of humankind, and when 
he sinned and fell out of favor with God so did every 
person who would ever live. 

Every person since Adam is a sinner, both by 

nature and choice. Everyone (except J esus Christ) is, 
from conception, sinful by nature and corrupted to 
the very core of their being and therefore incapable 
of doing anything that pleases God. Thus, everyone 
(except [ esus Christ) sins by breaking God's holy laws 
because they are sinners in their hearts. 
The fall was the descent of the human race and the 
rest of creation into a state of rebellion against God. 
Despite depravity, we retain dignity because we re- 
main image-bearers of God even though that image 
is marred by sin. This marring includes the mind, the 
will, the emotions, and the physical body. 

While unredeemed people are not absolutely sin- 
ful (they could do evil things with greater degree and 
frequency), they are totally sinful in that their every 
motive, word, deed, and thought is for their glory 
rather than God’s. Consequently, those who do not 
belong to God are incapable of pleasing God. 
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TRUTH #2 - God is holy and just. 


In saying that God is holy, Scripture teaches that God 
is absolutely separate from any evil. In saying that 
God is just, Scripture teaches that he must deal with 
sin and sinners and does so justly. 


TRUTH #3 - God hates sinners and their sins. 


Scripture plainly says that God does not delight in 
sin, hates and detests sin, and hides his face from 
sinful people. Scripture also teaches that God is so 
profoundly troubled by sin that he feels both sorrow 
and anger over sin. 

God’s hatred of sin has been explained with the 
glib statement that God hates sin but loves sinners. 
And, while Scripture does declare God’s universal 
love for all people, it also says that God hates some 
unrepentant sinners. 


TRUTH #4 - God deals with all sinners and sins 
through J esus. 


In examining the accomplishment(s) of J esus’ death 
and resurrection, it is essential that we embrace the 
totality of what Scripture says on the subject in favor 
of the sin of reductionism. This is because varying 
theological traditions emphasize different aspects 
of J esus’ work on the cross, often at the expense of 
clearly seeing the totality of his work. The atonement 
is the great jewel of our faith and like all jewels it has 
many glorious sides that | will briefly explain. 


e Jesus died in the place of sinners, also called 
Penal Substitution. Though J esus was sinless, he 
died for our sin, and death is the penalty for sin. 


J esus’ death and resurrection prove his divinity. 


J esus died to ransom many people 


J esus died as the New Covenant sacrifice. 


J esus died to forgive sins. 


J esus died to accomplish the justice of God. 


J esus died to reveal the glory of God. 


J esus died to demonstrate the love of God. 


J esus died for God’s good pleasure. 


e Jesus died to reveal the wisdom and power of 
God. 


J esus died to justify sinners. 


e J esus died to propitiate God's wrath and expiate 
Our Sin. 


e [| esus died to redeem sinners from sin, condem- 
nation, the curse of the law, Mosaic code, and 
Satan and demons. 


e J esus died to reconcile people to God and each 
other. 


e Jesus died to triumph over Satan, demons, sin, 
and the world. 


e J esus died to ransom sinners by paying their debt 
to God. 


e j esus died to take our sin and impute his righ- 
teousness to US. 


SEE: Driscoll =) NEXT PAGE 
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e Jesus died as our example for holy living. 


e Jesus died to take all people as his possession, also 
known as Unlimited Atonement, Arminianism, or 
W esleyanism. 


e Jesus died to forgive the sins of the elect, also known as 
Calvinism or Limited Atonement. This point is expressed 
in varying ways, Such as Jesus died for many people but 
not all people, Jesus died only for his sheep, his church, 
the elect, his people, his friends, and all Christians... 


„In Summary, the accomplishments of Jesus’ death 
are multiple and not singular and thereby defy reductionism. 
And, while some people struggle to reconcile the varying 
aspects of the atonement, such work is unneeded because 
the purposes of the atonement are complimentary and not 
contradictory. Having established the objective reasons 
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for Jesus’ death and resurrection, we will now examine the 
Subjective reasons why some people reject his atonement. 


Why is there resistance to the atonement? 

Scripture plainly predicts that the death of Jesus on a cross 
for our sins would be seen by many as both foolish and of- 
fensive, particularly to those who are enemies of the cross. 
As promised, the Scriptural teachings about the atonement 
are not acceptable in our day in the following ways: 


* Is the notion that we are evil Sinners offensive to “good” 
people? 

e Is the Father saving us through the Son sexist? 

Is the Father punishing the Son an endorsement of child 

abuse? 

e Is God a sadist and Jesus the willing masochist? 

e Does our world need an angry and violent God? 

e Does Jesus’ willingness to suffer excuse abuse? 


Subsequently, since offending someone is perhaps the 
most scandalous of present-day cultural “sins,” and many 
Christians don’t want to sound foolish talking about the sin- 
less, homeless Jesus who was God, born to a virgin in a barn 
who died for their evil existence, there is always an attempt by 
some to give Jesus an extreme makeover so that he is more 
trendy with the times. Paul foresaw this error and warned us 
against seeking to alter the gospel to please non-Christians 
because some people are destined to trip over Jesus and 
not be saved. Instead of ignoring the cross or substituting 
another symbol for our faith, G od’s people are to boast in the 
cross unashamedly because we are simply fools for C hrist. 

W hat | find particularly troubling is the attempt by some 
pastors and teachers to dismiss the plain, literal meaning of 
Scripture through what has come to be known as a trajectory 
hermeneutic, or a redemptive historical hermeneutic. These 
big words simply mean that the Bible borrowed its concepts 
from pagan culture and that Christianity was syncretized with 
pagan beliefs. But, since our culture has evolved beyond the 
primitive times of the Bible, we are well-served to emerge a 
new theology to accommodate present-day pagan culture so 
that Jesus is more acceptable and less offensive. Summarily, 
since all theology is culturally embedded, no truth is binding 
on all peoples, times, and places. In short, this is theological 
evolution which believes much of Scripture is primitive and 
no longer fitting for people who are more advanced, refined, 
and embarrassed by such things as gender roles and vio- 
lence that litters Scripture. 

For example, | have argued with some well-known pas- 
tors who believe that redemption was a theory taken from 
the pagan slave market. But, the Bible clearly teaches that 
the concept of redemption is not taken from paganism but 
rather the Exodus where the real God crushed Pharaoh and 
the false gods of Egypt to liberate his people to worship him 
freely. 

It is also argued by some that propitiation was a pagan 
concept whereby the capricious pagan gods had to be ap- 
peased and kept happy with offerings and sacrifices (Some- 
times human) and Jesus therefore was shown to have died 
to appease the angry wrath of a mean God. Again, Scripture 
says that God alone created blood sacrifice for forgiveness 


of sins, negating any relation to paganism. In the great chap- 
ter on atonement, Leviticus 17, God says, “I have given it to 
you to make atonement...” in verse 11. 

Paul, like Moses, is emphatic that the gospel message 
of Jesus’ death for our sins is not something he made up or 
borrowed from pagan culture, but instead the result of divine 
revelation from God alone. The gospel message comes from 
God to the culture, but does not emanate in any way from 
the culture, though it must be effectively communicated to all 
cultures. Because of this, the truth of the gospel is binding on 
all peoples, times, and places. Any gospel that does emanate 
from or accommodates pagan culture is a false gospel with 
demonic inspiration. 

The curious paradox of the atoning death of a bloody 
Jesus rising above the plain of human history with a mock- 
ing crown of thorns is that he is offensive in an attractive 
way. It is the utter horror of the cross that cuts through the 
chatter, noise, and nonsense of our day to rivet our attention, 
Shut our mouths, and compel us to listen to an impassioned 
dying man who is crying out for the forgiveness of our sins 
and ask why he suffered. Tragically, if we lose the offense of 
the cross we also lose the attraction of the cross so that no 
one is compelled to look at Jesus. Therefore, Jesus does not 
need a marketing firm or a makeover as much as a prophet 
to preach the horror of the cross unashamedly. ג‎ 


Pastor Mark Driscoll is the founder of Mars Hill C hurch. 
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this year. | don’t normally preach on 5 unday at our church, but | 
am this 5 unday. I’m a chairman of the elders at our church, and 
just very involved in counseling and different ministries. 


GS: think that’s great for people to know because sometimes 
we think of seminary professors as just being academic - and 
maybe some of them are - but it’s good to know that some 
professors are very involved in church, not just academia. 
BW: love the church. Absolutely love it. l'm deeply grateful for 
my ministry there every bit as much as | am at the seminary. 


GS: Maybe we can end on this: where do you see Bruce W are 
in the next fifteen years - writing more? 

BW: Yes, | do think writing more. | mean, my short answer 
to your questions is this (and it’s not a cop out): whatever, 
wherever the Lord wants me to do and be. But | do think - | 
sense that the Lord does have for me - a bit more writing and 
Speaking different places; | really do relish the opportunities 
to share some of the wonderful things that the Lord has 
granted me to know, and to be able to share those in different 
contexts... | just love it. Both through a writing ministry and a 
Speaking ministry, | am very grateful for the privilege of doing 
that. ו‎ 


Register for the 2007 Resurgence Conference (March 
23-24) at theresurgence.com. 


S pring Classes At Mars Hill 


Go to marshillchurch.org and click on the registration link 
to read course descriptions and to sign up for classes. 
Childcare (Kids’ Kore) for kids 4th grade and younger is 
provided during all midweek adult classes, but registration 
is required. All midweek classes begin at 7pm. 


The Gospel Class 
Led by Mars Hill Church Pastors 


- West Seattle: Thursdays beginning 3/8 
- Shoreline: Tuesdays beginning 4/10 
+ Ballard: Wednesdays beginning 4/11 


Is Mars Hill your church? This class is designed as a key 
point of connection beyond Sunday services for those who 
are considering Mars Hill to be their church home. The 
Gospel Class lays the theological foundation upon which our 
community lives and breathes. Content of the class covers 
the major tenets of our doctrinal statement, including what 
we believe about the Bible, God, creation, sin, and salvation. 
W e ask every potential church member to take the Gospel 
Class and see זו‎ Mars Hill is truly a place where they belong. 
This class is required for church membership and many of 
our Subsequent C apstone classes. 


SHORELINE CAMPUS 

Tuesdays )4/ 10- 5/29) 

Classes in addition to the two below will be offered at the 
Shoreline Campus. Go to marshillchurch.org for details. 


Spiritual Disciplines 

Bill Clem, Pastor at Mars Hill Church 

During this course we will look at many of the disciplines 
that have served centuries of spiritual pilgrims. You will be 
challenged to practice several disciplines in the pursuit of 
intimacy with your heavenly father. Jesus Himself practiced 
many of these disciplines, managing to keep them fresh and 
life-giving. A goal of this class is to equip you with a set of 
Skills that will allow you to pursue God in profound ways. 


Biblical Feminism 

Danielle Blazer, Deacon at Mars Hill Church 

W hat does a godly, feminine woman look like? How does 
She function in today’s world? What are God’s expecta- 
tions of us and how should that affect our expectations of 
each other? We'll spend eight weeks looking at Scriptures 
pertaining to areas women struggle with: headship and 
Submission, sexuality, body image and beauty, our emotions, 
our worship and discipline, and our speech. The goal of this 
class is to leave you with a clear understanding of what the 
Bible says on these topics so that you can communicate it to 
others. This is an interactive class; there will be opportunities 
for plenty of Q &A! 


BALLARD CAMPUS 
Wednesdays )4/ 11- 5/30, except “Leaders Who Last”) 


Leaders Who Last (3pm Sundays: 4/ 15-6/ 17) 

Dave Kraft, Pastor at Mars Hill Church 

This ten-week class is aMUST for anyone aspiring to become 
a leader, or excel in leadership, at Mars Hill Church. Class 
uses biblical principles to teach what it will take to finish 
well and avoid the mistakes that cause many leaders to be 
ineffective and crash. To get more information on this class, 
look through the class book Leaders W ho Last, available in 
the Mars Hill bookstore. If you are a ministry leader, deacon, 
or aspiring to these or any other leadership roles, don’t miss 
this opportunity. ($21 materials fee; no class June 3) 


How to Study the Bible 

Scott Thomas, Pastor at Mars Hill Church 

Have you ever read a passage of Scripture and had no idea 
what it meant or how to find out what it means? Have mem- 
bers of your family held differing interpretations of Scripture 
and you didn’t know how to defend your position? This class 
will focus on the practical application of biblical interpretation 
(hermeneutics), and help you to study the Bible with greater 
understanding, application, and accuracy. It will introduce 
you to (affordable) study tools used by Bible scholars and 
will deepen your obedience to the authority of Scripture. In 
addition, you will learn to pray Scripture, memorize Scripture 
and love Scripture for all its worth. 


Women Teaching Women 

Wendy Alsup, Deacon at Mars Hill Church 

Mars Hill needs mature women who have a heart to train oth- 
ers (Titus 2). If you have the gift of teaching and would like to 
develop that gift, join us for eight weeks of study on humility, 
doctrine, church issues, preparing content, and presenting 
content. The course culminates with a brief presentation by 
each participant on the Scripture of their choice. 


Biblical Story 

Gary Shavey, Pastor at Mars Hill Church 

This class will help those who love Jesus answer this pres- 
Sing question: “W here does my life fit into the story of God’s 
mission?” We will attempt to faithfully integrate the entirety 
of Scripture by understanding the present day relevance of 
our Old Testament through the lens of our New Testament. 
We will be looking at foundational concepts such as the 
Kingdom of God and covenants in the Old Testament con- 
text, thus giving us the proper understanding for present day 
application of the New Testament and Christ’s consumma- 
tion. You will walk away with a completely renewed outlook 
of the Bible that you hold in your hands. 


Life of David 

Alex Kim, Member at Mars Hill Church 

David portrays the life of a devout believer. He was also 
a type of Christ. There has been more written in the Bible 
about David than anyone besides Jesus. This class will look 
into the life of this king, prophet, musician, poet, sinner, and 
Saint. This in-depth study of the man whom God explicitly 
described as “a man after God’s own heart” will ignite our 
passion toward the Lord. 


Biblical Parenting and Family Life 

Pastor Paul Petry and his wife Jonna 

Raising children is hard work! Come study the Scriptures 
and be encouraged and strengthened as we seek wisdom 
and joy for family life. The church is only as strong as the 
families on which it is built. Discover practical applications 
of biblical principles to enable your family to grow and thrive 
- to God's glory. Discussion, prayer, fellowship. Married, 
Single, and expectant parents are all welcome! (Note: This is 
not the Pre-Marriage C lass) 


WEST SEATTLE CAMPUS 
Thursdays )3/ 8- 4/ 26) 
Go to marshillchurch.org for complete course descriptions. 


Apologetics 

Brant Bosserman, member at Mars Hill Church 

This course will cover the basic elements of the Christian 
faith, traditional, and presuppositional apologetics. It Is a 
fundamental apologetics class that will equip believers in 
all maturity levels and give all believers a biblically sound 
confidence in their faith. 


Practical Theology for Women 

Wendy Alsup, Deacon at Mars Hill Church 

Since most theology discussions are given by men and 
aimed at a largely male audience, this class seeks to fight 
the unspoken mentality that theology is for men while paren- 
ting, sewing, or dieting classes are for women. Truly, there 
is nothing like a good grasp of true knowledge of God to 
enable women to meet the many practical demands of being 
a daughter, mother, wife, sister, or friend. 


Spiritual Disciplines 

Bill Clem, Elder at Mars Hill Church 

During this course we will look at many of the disciplines 
that have served centuries of spiritual pilgrims. You will be 
challenged to practice several disciplines in the pursuit of 
intimacy with your heavenly father. 
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be reserved for dealing with Corey's detention and future 
deviant activity. The last thing | needed was another com- 
mitment, even if it was a short-term trek on the S abbath. 
Besides, | had argued, Sis was the most theologically 
sound of the six. Our eclectic cowgirl/apologetic could hold 
her own, loving her agnostic PETA vegan friends on one 
end and her Presbyterian Jr.-C hurch-Lady friends on the 
other. l'm sure Mars Hill was just fine. 

But my husband, morphing into his Commando 
mode, insisted we check it out anyway. And so it was 
decided that in order not to interrupt our S unday Routine, 
we would attend our north end church in the morning and 
begin a brief four-week pilgrimage to the evening service at 
Mars Hill Ballard. Just to check out their theology and give 
“them” a fair shake. 

Staring out the windshield that crisp January morning 
as we traversed our normal route to the north end church, | 
couldn't shake our daughter’s advice as we passed Jeeps 
and mall exits. G lancing at my boys in the back seat and 
reminding them to take off their hats in church, my thoughts 
returned to the magazine article. In describing his Mars Hill 
Church, this Briscow (or was it Driscoll?) pastor had said, 
“W e’re culturally liberal and theologically conservative.” 

As a writer, | thought the verbiage clever. But what did it 
mean? 

As was my habit, | had marked the page months prior 
with a green sticky note and threw it on my W onder Pile 
(magazines, newspapers, and books littered with green 
sticky notes, marking a mental tangle TBFOL (“to be figured 
out later”). The W onder Pile sat to the left of my desk, next 
to The Daily Pile (my tattered NIV, Spurgeon’s Morning 


& Evening, A’Kempis’ Imitation of Christ, and editions of 
The New York and Seattle Times). This was material | read 
every day. To the right of that pile is a haphazard C urrent 
Reading Pile (Bonhoeffer’s Life Together, Dickens’ Tale 

of Two Cities, and G 60706 Fox's Diary). These are books 
to be devoured in my daily stolen moments. And just in 
case the sun rises and | find myself horror-stricken with 
having read through those piles, | have a nifty Insurance 
Pile, stacked with gloriously long selections that | read 
throughout the year (currently Anna Karenin and Charnock 
on the Attributes, Vol. 2). Yes, hello. My name is Ray. And | 
am a hard-core, unrepentant bibliophile. 

After checking the baby into the nursery, | exchange 
the usual hollow greetings of the American Church in Jim 
Carrey Truman Show fashion (“Hello! Good morning! Oh, 
fine, fine! No, really, we’re great! Not a thing wrong at our 
house! Aren't we all just lovely and happy and clappy and 
such big crappy... LIAR LIARS !”). | have come to despise 
this Christian “mask,” but over the years had rationalized 
that it was (perhaps) more loving to wear it for their comfort 
because it was my experience that the average American 
Christian is only interested and/or capable of carrying 
Shallow conversation in the Body. Again, | was reminded of 
a passage by Lewis’ fictional demon, Uncle S crewtape: 

The first step is to keep Knowledge out of his mind. 

Do not let him suspect the law of undulation. Let him 

assume that the first ardours of his conversion might 

have been expected to last, and ought to have lasted, 
forever, and that his present dryness is an equally 
permanent condition. Having once got this miscon- 
ception well fixed in his head, you may then proceed 
in various ways. It all depends on whether your man 
is of the desponding type who can be tempted to 


despair, or of the wishful-thinking type who can be 
assured that all is well. The former type is getting rare 
among the humans. If your patient should happen to 
belong to it, everything is easy. You have only got to 
keep him out of the way of experienced Christians (an 
easy task nowadays)... . 


| stopped in the foyer to catch my breath before 
quietly pulling open the sanctuary doors. Screwing my eyes 
to adjust for the dim lighting, | spied my posse. My usual 
Seat was waiting at the end of our row. Corey was already 
arranged in his gangly position next to me. The last worship 
note had just ended. The guitar reverberated into silence 
as we awaited Pastor’s opening prayer. Lowering my head, 
| tiptoed in silence down the aisle... and then Oh, God, 
NOOOOO! 

Corey's head flung back and the unmistakable 
droning symptom of his late night outing pierced the sacred 
air. Let the snoring begin! My two other teenagers quickly 
unraveled into cacophonous peals of cackling and heaving 
Snickers. | could sense the congregation’s contempt. Any 
plans for a hasty retreat were scratched when my husband 
caught my eye and pleaded assistance. Humiliation always 
looked better in stilettos, | told myself, as | bolted to Corey’s 
Side, and casually began to grind my elbow into his side as | 
took my seat. Startled to consciousness, | Saw the whites of 
his eyes before | closed mine for prayer (again). Okay, God. 
Next week. I'll try it. 5:00. Ballard. Mars Hill. 

Little did | know, this decision would ignite a spiritual 
powder keg—and | would witness a series of life-changing 
blasts in months to come. w 


Next Month: 5 pring: “The Black C hurch” 
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7.Run away. 

If Mark has just finished preaching a sermon promoting mar- 
riage, love, and men initiating, and if you are a woman, do not 
walk, do not pass Go, do not collect $200 - after the sermon 
run Straight for your car. Itis critical you cross the lobby and are 
out the door (don’t smile at the dashing security guy!) in under 
ten seconds. 


8. Memorize the rightverses. 
W rite 1 Corinthians 7:8 on notecards and tape them around 
your house, like garlic for the vampires. 


9.Censor your Bible. 
Cut Song of Solomon and selected verses from Proverbs out 
of your Bible. 


10. Be exclusive. 
Only attend events and parties specifically for your gender. 


11. Avoid the setup. 

Never attend a party thrown by Mars Hill married friends—es- 
pecially if they think you're a “great girl” or a “great guy.” They 
would like nothing more than to take you down with them. 


12. Limit your exposure to married people. 
Hang out just with singles. Mars Hill married people not only 
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throw parties to try to get other people to contract and de- 
velop marriage, but they plant all sorts of ideas in your head. 
Through their own interpersonal interactions, through those 
Stupid stars in their eyes, through their advice that is grounded 
in reality and experience... friendship with a married MH couple 
is just asking for it. 


13.Make a list. 

Oh this is my favorite. Some of my single boy heroes have 
championed this technique. G et a piece of paper. No wait. G et 
a stack of papers. Make up as many requirements for a spouse 
as possible. And be specific, none of this “must love Jesus, and 
be cute to me” general stuff. Think, “must be 5 foot 9 with long 
blonde hair, ride a vespa, detest fish farming, and raise their 
hands in worship but never speak in tongues.” Recommended 
additions: must want | | children, spend a lot of time reading 
philosophy, be a world traveller, be a charismatic speaker, play 
some instrument in a band, wear cool clothes, be funny but 
never laugh at me, virgin, home-schooled, sing in the choir, 
have a tragic look on their face, be poetic, be a good listener 
to my own tragedies and poems, etc. 


14. Enforce the list. 

It would be good to commit your list to memory, though if you 
make it the appropriate length, this may be difficult. But when 
you meet someone, you should, as Saint Peter admonishes 
us, “always be prepared to give an answer.” Have it ready as 
an explanation of why you cannot have a conversation with 


that not-so-special someone. Oh, and if you meet somebody 
who meets all your requirements on your list, make up a new 
One and add it to the list. 


15. Freak out. 

Ladies: If he asks you to coffee, freak out: either say no, or 
Say yes and clam up and don’t say a word the whole time. 
After all, he is definitely going to try to marry you!!! G ents: Ask 
her out for the classic “coffee,” and don’t try to do anything 
original. Originality has been the cause of many a swooning 
woman. Dooooon't do it. 


16. Daydream. 

Develop a strong crush on Someone you don’t know and don’t 
have any way of meeting, and channel all your affections that 
way so that you can stay focused on a dream in your head 
rather than talking to the real people nearby. After all, marriage 
is for real people in real life. As long as you can dream up 
Something in your mind, you're Safe. I’ve been practicing this 
one since high school. It’s a great one! 


It's a dangerous place, friends. Pastor Lief has admitted that 
hundreds of people get married every year at Mars Hill. Don’t 
be another statistic. | 


Nadia likes to tell the truth by making fun of stuff. She writes 
anonymously for Vox Pop in an attempt to stay single. 


a lony Dungy (from pg. 14) 


received in December 2005-the news that his eighteen year- 
old son, James, had taken his own life. 

A few months earlier, James had an incident where he 
overdosed on painkillers and had to be rushed to the emer- 
gency room. James attributed this experience to foolishness 
and irresponsibility. Everything seemed okay. 

That December, however, a more damaging intent 
Seemed at play, and the price was higher. According to the 
girlfriend that found him, it looked as if James had tied a belt to 
a ceiling fan and hung himself. 

Forced to deal with the devastation publicly the midst 
of a playoff run, no less—Dungy recognized the opportunity 
and left no questions unanswered about how he was coping. 

“My faith in C hrist is what’s gotten me through this.” 
After taking some time off, Dungy came back to coach the 
team that year, but the Colt’s season came to a disappointing 
end in the playoffs at the hands of the Pittsburgh Steelers. It 
was a quiet and solemn off-season for Dungy and the Colts. 
The next season, 2006, Dungy and the Colts came back strong 
and took the title that had eluded them up until that point. 
However, Dungy shared the headlines with Chicago Bears’ 
coach Lovie Smith as the first African-American coaches to 
ever coach in the Super Bowl. Dungy certainly was humbled 
by the accomplishment, but it wasn’t most important to him. 

During his victory speech, Dungy said, “More than any- 
thing... Lovie Smith and |, [are] not only the first two African- 
Americans, but Christian coaches showing that you can win 
doing it the Lord’s way. And we're more proud of that.” 

As you can see, Dungy has made a habit of speak- 
ing about Jesus boldly in public. At the annual Super Bowl 
Breakfast a few days after the game, Dungy gave a moving 
Speech to a crowd eager to hear stories of his hardship and 
overcoming difficulties. 

"| Know in my heart that James’ death has affected many 
people and benefited many people, and that makes me feel 
better. But | also know this: if God had a conversation with 
me and said, '| can help some people see, | can heal some 
relationships, | can save some people’s lives, | can give some 
people eternal life, but | have to take your son to do it. You 
make the choice. | know how | would have answered that. | 
would have said, ‘No, l'm sorry. As great as all that is, | don’t 
want to do that.” 

Dungy continued, “And that’s the awesome thing about 
God; He had that choice. And He said, ‘Yes, I’m going to do 
שו‎ 2000 years ago with His Son Jesus on the cross. And 
because He said yes—because He made that choice that | 
wouldn’t make—that’s paved the way for us to come back into 
relationship with Him.” 

Dungy went on for a few more minutes articulating the 
G ospel, telling everyone in the room that it was his prayer that 
they all became Christians right then and there. He ended his 
Speech with a prayer, encouraging those who didn’t know 
Jesus to pray along with him and accept Jesus into their 
hearts. 4 


Dustin Nickerson’s sports column appears regularly in Vox 
Pop. Dustin is a deacon at Mars Hill Church. He works with 
Proxy Student Ministry. 





= Holy Hollywood (from pg. 14) 


The Passion, | would actually be more worried about leaving 
them to absorb pathetic platitudes on the circle of life. 

The predominant factors being judged by the MPAA are 
simply depictions of sex and violence and the use of lan- 
guage—not the film’s message or content. If we were going 
to judge art solely on language, sex, and violence, we’d need 
to slap an NC-17 on our Bible. The book 011000665 65 
Tarantino, the Song of Solomon trumps 9 % Weeks, and 
Ezekiel, Paul, and others have some positively Pacino mo- 
ments. 

A fair challenge to this assessment is whether or not 
there is a difference between written depictions and live, 
Simulated interpretations of the same material. It’s a very 
legitimate question we'll address in the next article. However, 
it's simply a fact most Christians ignore: that the “big three” 
(sex/language/violence) are more prevalent in their Bible 
than most films they repudiate. God gave us a narrative filled 
with rape, incest, sexuality, nudity, strong language, brutal 
violence, extreme gore... all trappings wrapped around an 
amazing story of love and grace and redemption. 

Context is sometimes taken into account when rating a 
film, which | can respect on one hand but certainly not in all 
cases. For instance, it’s been documented that films show- 
ing the killing of policemen receive a harsher grade than the 
same bloodshed shown in other situations. Emotionally | can 
understand, but logically or biblically this fails the litmus test. 
Also, while much less gory films have been given an NC- 
17 rating, Saving Private Ryan was treated more leniently 
because it was an historic event. 

In fact, other Steven Spielberg required official changes 
within the ratings system when the PG-rated Indiana J ones 
and the Temple of Doom and Gremlins depicted violent 
content parents found objectionable. Upon Spielberg’s 
behest, MPAA president Jack Valenti created “PG-13,” 
which intimates heavier content but still allows children 
under thirteen to be admitted without a parent. If a lesser 
director or an independent filmmaker made a suggestion like 
S peilberg’s, it’s hard to imagine such a significant alteration. 
Industry clout and the almighty dollar triumph again, creating 
a bridge-rating that allows more questionable content but 
gets the kids in the seats. 

W hile the MPAA does help Christians navigate cinematic 
waters and evade the sex/language/violence trio, the organi- 
zation conversely stamps films that feature watered-down or 
non-Christian worldviews as movies that are “friendly” and 
“safe.” These seem to be preferred by Christian patrons and 
many parents. 

It reminds me of David Lynch’s Dune, where the 
protagonist, Paul Atreides, is sparring with his trainer 
using Knives and curious electronic shields. Fierce, direct 
blows are quickly deflected by the shield. But a very 
Subtle, patient hand can pierce the protective layer. The 
trainer, Gurney Halleck, teaches Paul that “the slow blade 
penetrates the shield.” 


Can strong depictions of violence and abusive lan- 
guage (and most certainly sex) be detrimental to a viewer—a 
Christian viewer in particular? Of course. Still, it disturos me 
that many Christians would trust a secular organization to 
keep us from the slow blades and “the flaming arrows of 
the evil one.” | thought that’s what the armor of God was 
for (Ephesians 6). The MPAA deflects fairly obvious and 
sometimes debatable arrows for a lazy Christendom, which 
in turn sits back ignorantly and drinks poisoned wine (non- 
alcoholic?). 

Is the MPAA harmful or helpful to the Christian? The 
answer is both. It’s a cultural tool, not a biblical tool, and 
Should be viewed with the same skepticism and scrutiny 
that we place on the films being labeled. There may even be 
Bible believing Christians on the current panel helping shape 
the ratings. Personally, | find the letter system predominantly 
useless, but since they've added descriptors and clarifying 
phrases, they've served as helpful illumination for what con- 
tent lies beneath the letter grade. 

Take the Matrix films, for instance. The first was rated 
R “for sci-fi violence and brief language,” whereas Reloaded 
was R “for sci-fi violence and some sexuality.” Distinctions 
are even made in regard to sensuality, sexuality, and/or ac- 
tual nudity. This gets subjective, of course - when is it “mild 
language and strong violence” versus “strong language and 
mild violence”? Two-star Thai food is mouth-burning to me, 
but my friend Rich can swing five without tears. It is helpful, 
however, to know that a film will depict drug use, coarse 
language, and these other matters 50 that-f | choose to view 
it4 can enter with my mind alert and some discernment at 
the ready. 

Utilizing this secular system blindly as a form of C hristian 
legalism is a terrible idea, even if only self-imposed. Assuming 
you can let your guard down, turn off your brain, and let 
a film wash over you because six major movie studios tell 
you It’s kosher is pretty preposterous. Likewise, a Christian 
pointing fingers at his fellow Christians based on the letter 
grade alone is equally misguided, and wagging that finger at 
non-Christians makes even less sense. Questioning a film’s 
content and its inherent value is a valuable exercise no mat- 
ter how the MPAA measures it. This makes it messy, more 
work, and subjectively based on conscience issues within 
the range of Christian liberty. It’s not easy, but it’s genuine. 

W hat would Jesus watch? Technically Jesus is alive, 
on the throne, and actually bearing witness to everything 
going on. This means He’s seen more questionable movies 
than Roger Ebert. W hat should | watch? I’m going to read 
my Bible, ask the Holy Spirit to help me be discerning, and 
trust Ephesians 4 when it says “the peace of God, which 
transcends all understanding, will guard your hearts and your 
minds in Christ Jesus.” ו‎ 


James Harleman is Administrative P astorof M ars Hill C hurch. 
Read his blog at voxpopnetwork.com/cinemagogue. 
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COMMUNITY 
GROUPS 





New Mars Hill Community Groups 


Redmond Monday 10am 

Led by: Cecille Phillips 

Contact: Meghan Dosch 

Phone: 425-868-6334 

Email: meghandosch@ yahoo.com 
For Women Only 


West Seattle Monday 1pm 

Led by: James Dalrymple, Doug Gran 
Contact: Mary Dalrymple 

Phone: 206 243 8387 

Email: jmcdalrymple@ msn.com 


Fremont Tuesday 7pm 
Led by: Brendan Connally 
Contact: Scott Rudat 
Phone: 206-501-9160 
Email: srudat@gmail.com 


Northgate Tuesday 7pm 
Led by: Michael Pepera 
Contact: Michael Pepera 
Phone: 206-985-4461 
Email: michael@ pepera.org 


View Ridge Tuesday 10am 
Led by: Jenn Lasley 

Contact: Jenn Lasley 

Email: mjlasley@ gmail.com 
For Women Only 


West Seattle Tuesday 6:30pm 
Led by: Sean Airlie 

Contact: Sean Airlie 

Phone: 206-351-4431 

Email: s_airlle@ hotmail.com 


Ballard Wednesday 9:45am 
Led by: Melissa W oolley 
Contact: Melissa W oolley 
Phone: 206-417-5563 

Email: thomsml1 @spu.edu 

For Women Only 


Kirkland Wednesday 6:30pm 

Led by: Steve W allstrom 

Contact: Steve W allstrom 

Phone: 425-205-0525 

Email: stevenwallstrom@ hotmail.com 


SeaTac Wednesday 7pm 
Led by: Doug Gran 

Contact: Kate Gran 

Phone: 206 246 2276 

Email: kategran@comcast.net 


Crown Hill Thursday 9:30am 
Led by: Mike O'Dea 

Contact: Mike O'Dea 

Phone: 206-923-0847 

Email: mchlodea@ yahoo.com 
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Fremont Thursday 7pm 
Led by: Linn Wu 

Contact: Linn W u 

Phone: 206-420-9027 

Email: ljw3@u.washington.edu 
For Women Only 


Lake City Thursday 7:30pm 
Led by: Todd Christenson 
Contact: Todd Christenson 
Phone: 206-650-1779 

Email: tachris4jc@ yahoo.com 
For Men Only 


Mountlake Terrace Thursday 7pm 
Led by: Brian Landsberger 

Contact: Brian and Heather Landsberger 
Phone: 206-274-7568 

Email: brian@landsberger.com 


Queen Anne Thursday 6:30pm 
Led by: Anthony lanniciello 

Contact: Anthony or Kristin lanniciello 
Phone: 206-355-7105 

Email: community@ ianniciello.net 


Ravenna Thursday 

Led by: Margaret Bullitt, Elizabeth Poage 
Contact: Margeret Bullitt 

Phone: 206-524-4401 

Email: mbullitt40 ₪ aol.com 

For Women Only 


Ravenna/ Bryant Thursday 7:30pm 
Led by: John Fromel 

Contact: John and Debbie Fromel 
Phone: 206-219-5312 

Email: debbie@fromel.com 


SeaTac Thursday 7pm 

Led by: Steve Crain 

Contact: Steve Crain 

Phone: 206-290-4434 

Email: stevecrain@ healthy-dynamics.com 


West Seattle Thursday 7pm 
Led by: Phil Long 

Contact: Phil Long 

Phone: 206-935-7622 

Email: seattlephil@ msn.com 


Orting Friday 69m 
Led by: John Flaherty 
Contact: John Flaherty 
Phone: 425-417-8473 
Email: tiffxl1@ yahoo.com 


Mars Hill Community Groups meet weekly throughout the region. 
Through leaming and accountability Community G roups exist to develop mature 
Chnstians who will go out into their various social networks carrying the hope 

of the G ospel. For complete group listings, go to marshillchurch.org or 

email community@marshillchurch.org 
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MARS HILL | Community Groups 


B ODY LIFE 








Money at Mars Hill 


What do we believe about our stuff? 

Very simply, everything we have comes from G od. O ur money 
is a blessing and a tool we use to worship Him by giving to 
the church (to further the Gospel in Seattle), providing for 
our families and enjoying God and the grace that He gives 
us. You may have a lot and you may have a little, but the real 
question is: are you worshipping God with your stuff and do 
the first fruits of your checkbook reveal that? 


How much should I give? 

The Bible says that giving is for Christians and should be di- 
rected first to your local church. The bible does not say how 
much you should give but rather seeks to deal with the heart 
behind your giving. 2nd Corinthians 8 and 9 say that our 
giving should be cheerful, regular, sacrificial and generous. 
The Bible does not prescribe a percentage; through prayer 
we must seek to have a clear conscience in regards to our 
giving. Jesus says, “For where your treasure is, there your 
heart will be also” (Mt 6:21). 


Who should give? 

Christians should give faithfully to their local church. If you 
are not a Christian, don’t give—seek to deal with the larger 
issue: your sin and Jesus’ forgiveness of that sin. We are 
not concerned about the amount people give but about 
the number of people who are giving. God is building His 
kingdom through the church, and He asks that all believers 
Share in this joyous responsibility. This mission is bigger than 
just a few of us and takes everyone's effort and faithfulness; 
no matter if you are a college student who can give only 10 
bucks a month or a millionaire who can give thousands. 


How Can I Give At Mars Hill? 
e Place a check or cash in a secure giving box located at the 
church entrance. 


Place a check or cash in an offering basket during service. 
If you wish to use an envelope, ask for one at the info desk 
or find one attached to a secure giving box at the church 
entrance. 


Mail a check to the Ballard Campus (contact the office if 
you would like some self-addressed envelopes): 1401 NW 
Leary W ay, Seattle, WA 98107 


Online contributions can be given via debit or 
credit card using our secure giving website located at 
www.marshillchurch.org. 


Automatic payments through ACH can be set up. E-mail 
giving@marshillchurch.org for more information. 


Donation of stock is also an option. E-mail giving@ 
marshillchurch.org for more information. 


Sincerely, Pastor Jamie Munson 
Questions, Comments, or Concerns, 
e-mail: giving@marshillchurch.org 


CHURCH FINANCIAL INFORMATION/WEEKLY GIVING TRENDS 




















Date Budget Giving # of Givers Attendance 
Jan 4 $150,000 $139,666 513 4704 
Jan 1 $150,000 $155,075 667 5655 
Jan 28 $150,000 $125,207 542 6069 
Feb 4 $150,000 $140,749 625 5434 
Feb 11 $150,000 $195,416 724 5822 
Feb 18 $150,000 $151,850 607 5478 























MONTHLY BUDGET VS.ACTUAL GIVING 
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May 


June 


July 
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₪ Monthly Budget 


$400,000 


$400,000 


$625,000 


$500,000 


$520,000 $650,000 $520,000 $520,000 $600,000 

















Actual Given 











$437,504 





$533,836 








$540,548 


$496,235 




















$443,122 $400,503 $860,831 $860,831 $585,600 





*These are budgeted giving numbers. They don’t represent actual surplus or deficit, as expenses are not reflected in these numbers. 














BODYLIFE 





“Do you not know that your body 
is a temple ofthe Holy Spirit 
within you?” -1 Cor. 6:19 


Temple Stewardship 


Health expert, Steve C rain, teaches the 
biblical basis for caring for the bodies 
God gave us. 


April 21st 1-3:30pm | Ballard Campus 
RSVP health@marshillchurch.org 
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FRIDAY 


BALLARD — 6PM & 8PM 


SHORELINE — 7PM 


WEST SEATTLE — 7PM 


Following the solemn remembrance of Good Friday, the Story continues... 


EASTER SERVICE TIMES (04.08.07) 
(most services family style; childcare available for ages two and under, unless otherwise noted): 


BALLARD — 8AM, 9:30AM, 11AM, 5PM, & 7PM (no childcare at the 7pm) 
SHORELINE — 9:15AM, 11:15AM 
WEST SEATTLE — 10:30AM (no childcare) 





